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pounties and allowances, cannot, with safety, be limited to 
ie suits now proposed by this de partment. 

fam, very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, 

R. J. WALKER, Secretary of the Treasury. 

| 

| 





fon James J. McKay, 


Chuirman of the Oosmmittee of Ways and Means. 
Be it further enacted, That the amount to be disbursed in || 
yment of the expenses incidental to the collection of the 
erenue shall not exceed in the whole, for the fiseal year | 
eyding the 30th of June, 1547, or for any fiscal year succecd- | 
ing, the sun Of One Million five hundred and twenty thon. | 
oad dollars, and that the Secretary of the Treasury shatt | 
bart full power to diminish any branch or item of said ex- | 
nditures so as to bring the aggregate amount within the | 
jimitgtion above mentioned, and that hereafter the whole 
gross amount of the public moneys, by whomsoever received 
or colleeted, shail be paid into the teeasury ; and all expen- 
ges incident to the collection of the revenue, not exceeding 
the amount above stated, shall be paid out of any moneys | 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the ac- 
comuts thereof shall be rendered to the proper accounting } 
officers of the treasury for adjustment by thei, 





The recommendation was subsequently re- || 
newed» But under the difficulty of getting bills 
through Congress, the bill to carry these recom- 
mendations into effect, did not pass this House 
yntil the 15th of March, 1848. That was before 
any nominations for the Presidency were made, 
and when of course few anticipated that this ad- 
ministration would come into power. i 

The bill did not pass the Senate until the 3d of || 
March, 1849. But before it passed, it came to || 
this House with amendments, where, if it had || 
been disapproved, it could have been defeated. i] 

Before [ conclude, | have a word to say about 1 
the warehousing systerm—not by way of argu- 
ment to sustain our opinions, but for the informa- 
tion of the House, to state them. ° | 

I believe that the Committee of Ways and | 
Means are decidedly in favor of that system; but || 

| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 
i] 
| 
i} 
| 


| 


with some modifications. I speak with confidence || 
of the Democratic part of the committee. We 
think it of great benefit to every industrial pursuit | 
in the country—the agricultural, the mechanical, 
the commercial, and the manufacturing. We are 
satisfied, the country will never surrender it. But 
we think the plan of public warehouses ought to 
be abolished, except so far as to provide ware- 
house room for unclaimed goods. We do not 
think that the Government ought to engage in the 
warehousing business any further than is indis- 
pensable; any more than in any other business 
to which individual enterprise is equal. Let us 
open free competition in this business, under 
proper safeguards and regulations, and that com- | 
petition itself will reduce the cost of warehousing 
to the lowest possible amount; to the relief of com- 
merce, and without a tax upon the Government or 
any body else. The system with us was a new 
one, and doubtless we have much to learn in re- | 
spect toit. In the first instance some mistakes 
may have been committed—mistakes against 
which human foresight could not guard. But | 
upon the whole it is a wise’ one, and with such | 
modifications as experience may suggust, it wil! 
be cherished. 
Mr. BAYLY having concluded— 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, obtained the | 
| 
| 








floor, but yielded for the moment to 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD, who, in answer to the 
appeal of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooks] to the members from Maine as to the 
length of the sea-coast in that State, replied that 
he (Mr. L.) had never considered that Maine had 
the length of sea-coast named by the gentleman 
from New York. He (Mr. L.) had before him 
the debates in the 27th Congress, and from a 
on delivered by himself in Committee of the 

hole on the state of the Union, the object of || 
Which was to procure appropriations for erecting | 
fortifications for the defence of the sea-coast of || 
Maine, he found this question: “do the Commit- || 
tee of Ways and Means know that the State of || 

aine has more than three hundred miles of de- 
fenceless sea-coast?” Mr. L. added, that if the 
rivers of Maine were all measured and added to 
the sea-coast, the statement of the gentleman t-om 
a York would not exceed but fall short of the 








[Some conversation 


: followed on this point, Mr. 


saying that he measured the State of 
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| by measuring in a straight line, the sea-coast of 


| has heen perpetrated on one side and resented on 


| communion with the spurious patriotism which 


| structive of the Union. 
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Maine, as he supposed the gentleman from Vir- |) 


ginia 


See Bayty} had measured the coast of | 
Great 


ritain. He (Mr. Brooks) supposed that 


Maine might be three hundred miles; but by fol- 
lowing the indentations, he presumed it would be 
found to be as he had stated. Mr. Bayxy said 
that the measurement had been made, in both 
cases, by Lieutenant Maury, upon the principle of 
measuring from headland to headland, and the re- 
sult had been furnished in geographical miles. 
Mr. Brooks tought Mr. Bayty should go for in- | 


formation to the coast survey, not to Lieutenant || 


Maury. And Mr. Bayty replied, that when he 
wanted information he should go to the source 
from which he supposed it might be obtained most 
satisfactorily. 
of this gentleman, and his general accuracy, he 
(Mr. B.) had preferred relying upon his calcula- | 
tions, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, now claimed the 
floor, and proceeded to address the committee, as 
follows: 

Gentlemen say they deprecate discussion on the | 
subject of slavery. My judgment approves it. We 
have gone too far to recede without an adjustment 
of our difficulties. Better far that this agitation 
should never have commenced. But when wrong 


the other, an adjustment in some form is indispen- 
sable. It is better sothan to leave the thoruof 


' discord thus planted, to rancle and fester, end 


finally to produce a never-healing sore. We need 
attempt no such useless task as that of disguising 
from ourselves, our constituents, and in truth the 
world at large, that ill blood has been engendered, | 


that we are losing our mutual attachment, that we || 


are daily becoming more and more estranged, that 
the fibers of the great cord which unites us as one 
people are giving way, and that we are fast ver- 
ging to ultimate and final disruption. I hold no 


closes its eyes to the dangers which viait us, and 
with a loud voice, sing hosannas to the Union; 
such patriotism will not save the Union, it is de- 
Open wide your eyes and 
look these dangers full in the face,and with strong 
arms and stout hearts assault them, vanquish 
them, and on the field of your triumph erect an 
altar sacred to the cause of liberty, and on that 
altar offer as a willing sacrifice this accursed demon 
of discord. Do this, and we are safe; refuse, and | 
these dangers will thicken, these misty elements 
will grow darker and blacker as days roll on. 
The storm which now lingers will burst, and the 
genius of dissolution will preside where the Union 
now is. 

I am for discussion, for an interchange of senti- 
ments. Let there be no wrangling about small 





grievances, but with an elevated patriotism—a pa- | 


triotism high as our noble mountains, and broad 
as ihe Union itself—!et us come to the considera- 
tion of the difficulties and dangers which beset us. 

In all matters of dispute it is important to con- 
sider who committed the first wrong; until this is 
done, no satisfactory basis of an adjustment can 
be established. 

The Union is divided in sentiment upon a great 
question, by a geographical line. The North is 
opposed to slavery, and the South is in favor of 
it. The North is for abolishing it, the South is for 
maintaining it. The North is for confining it in 
its present limits, where they fancy it will lan- 
guish, and languishing, will die. The South is 
for leaving it unrestrained to go wherever (within 


peg see 


| our limits) it may be invited by soil, climate, and 


population. These issues and their necessary in- 
cidents have brought the two ends of the Union 
into their present perilous position—a position 
from which one or the other must recede, or a 
conflict dangerous to liberty and fatal to the Union 
will certainly ensue. 

Who is at fault, or rather who was first in fault 
in this fraternal quarrel? We were the owners of 
slaves; we bought them from your fathers. We 
never sought to make slaveholders of you, nor to 
force slavery upon you. When you emancipated 


Knowing the scientific attainments || 


|| main free, say you. 
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the remnant of your slaves, we did not interpose, 
| Content to enjoy the fruits of ourindustry at home, 
| within our own limits, we never sought to intrude 
|} upon your domestic quiet. Not so with you. 
| For twenty years or more, you have not ceased to 
disturb our peace. We have appealed in vain to 
| your forbearance. Not only have you disregarded 

these appeals, but every appeal has been followed 

by some new act of outrage and aggression. We 
| have in vain pointed to our domicils, and begged 
that you would respect the feelings of their inmates. 
You have threatened them with conflagration. 
When we have pointed to our wives and our 
sleeping infants, and in their names besought your 
forbearance, you have scurned our entreaties and 
mocked the fears of these sacred pledges of our 
love. Long years of outrage upon our feelinge 
and disregard of our rights have awakened in every 
southern heart a feeling of stern resistance. 
| Think what you will, say what you will, perpe- 
| trate again and again if you will, these acts of 
lawless tyranny; the day and the hour is at hand 
when every southern son will rise in rebellion, 
when every tongue will say, give us justice or give 
as death. 

i repeat, we have never sought to disturb your 


quiet. We have forborne to retaliate your 
wrongs. Content to awaita returning sense of 


| justice, we have submitted. That sense of justice, 
| we fear, never will return, and submission is no 
longer a virtue. We owe it to you, to ourselves, 
to our common country, to the friends of freedom 
| throughout the world, to warn you that we intend 
to submit no longer. 
Gentlemen tell us they do not believe the South 
is inearnest. They believe we will still submit. 
Let me warn them to put away that delusion, It 
| is fatal to the cause of peace. If the North em- 
brace it the Union is gone. It is treason to 
encourage a hope of submission, ‘Teli the truth, 
speak out boldly, go home and tell your people 
| the issue is made up; they must now choose be- 
tween non-interference with southern rights‘on the 
| one side, and a dissolution of the Union on the 
other. Tell them the South asks nothing from 
their bounty, but only asks their forbearance, 


| The specious arguments by which you cover up 
|| your unauthorized attempts to drive us from the 


Territories may deceive the unwary, but an en- 
lightened public sentiment will not fail to detect 
its fallacy, and posterity wiliaward you the credit 
of destroying the Union in a lawless effort to seize 
the spoils of a ne won by other hearts and 
hands than yours. ‘rritory now free must re- 
Who gave you the right to 
| speak thus oracularly? Is this an acquisition of 
| your own, or is it a thing obtained by the joint 
| effort of us all? I have been told that the United 
States acquired the territory from Mexico, and 
that the Congress, speaking for the United States, 
must dispose of it. Technically speaking, the 
United States did make the acquisition; but what 
| is the United States? a mere agent for the States, 


|| holding for them certain political powers in trust, 


to be exercised for their mutual benefit, and among 
these is the power to declare war and make peace. 
| In the exercise of these powers the territory was 
acquired, and for whom? Not certainly for the 
agent, but for the principal. Not for the United 
States, but the States. gut, t 
Who fought the battles, who won the victories 
which resulted in the acquisition? The people of 
the United States? Certainly not. There i no 
such thing as the people of the United States. They 
can perform no act—have in fact no political ex- 
istence. Do the people of the United States elect 
this Congress? No; we are elected by States— 
most of us by districts in States. The States elect 
Senators, and the President is himself elected by 
State electoral colleges, and not by the people of 
the United States. There is no such political 
| body as the people of the United States; they can 
do nothing, have done nothing, have in fact no 
existence. When the war with Mexico began, 
on whom did the President call? Not, certainly, 
on the people of the United States, but on the peo- 
ple of the States by States, and by States they 
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responded, by States they made their contributions | 
to the grand army; and whatever was acquired, | 
was of necessity acquired for the States, each hav- 
ing an equal interest; and the United States, as 
agent, trustee, or general repository of the com- 
mon fund, is bound to do equal and exact justice 
to all the parties interested, 

The army was created and supported by thirty 
sovercignties allied together. These sovereigntics 
acted through a common bead for the common de- 
fence and general welfare of all. But it does not 
follow that such head may rightfully appropriate 
the award of the conflict to fifteen of the allies, 
leaving nothing to the remaining fifteen. 
ereigns are equal; there is no such thing as great 
or small sovereigns, or, to speak more correctly, | 
sovereigns of great and small degree. They are 
equals, except when by conventional agreement 
that equality is destroyed. No such agreement 
has been made between the sovereigns composing 
our Confederacy. Hence, Delaware is equal to 
New York, and the fifteen Southern States are 
equal to the fifteen Northern States. It follows 
that the fifteen sovereignties of the North cannot 
exclude the fifteen sovereignties of the South from 
an equal participation in and control over the joint 
acquisition or property of all. Nor can the com- 
mon agent, the United States, hearken to the 
voice of the fifteen northern in preference to those 
of the fifteen southern allies. So long as one of | 
the sovereigns in alliance protests against a com- | 
mon disposition of what belongs to all and to each 
one in an equal degree, no disposition can be 
rightfully Sus. The strong may take by force | 
from the weak, but in such case power gives the 
right. The North may take from the South in 
this way, unless perchance it should turn out in | 
the course of the conflict that the South is the | 
stronger party, in which case it would be our | 
right to take from you. 


j 


“Without pursuing this course of reasoning, un- || 


profitable as I feel it must be, I come at once to 
the conclusion, that we of Mississippi have the | 
same right to go into the Territories with our 
slave property as you of New York have to go | 
ihere with your personal estate of whatever kind. 
And if you deny us this right, we will resist your 
authority, and to the last extremity. You affect | 
to think us not in earnest in this Ralaeition, Look 


at the attitude of the South; hear her voice as it | 


comes up from her bench, her bar, her legislative | 
halls, and, above all, from her people. Sir, there | 
is not a hamlet in the South from which you will 
not hear the voice of stern resistance to your law- 
less mandate. Our men will write it on their 
shields, our women will teach little children to 
lisp it with their earliest breath. I invoke your 
forbearance on this question. Ask yourselves if it 
is right to exasperate eight millions of people upon 
an abstraction; a matter to us of substance and of | 
life, but to you the merest shadow of an abstraction. 
Is it likely, let me ask, that the Union can survive 
the shock which must ensue if you drive eight 
millions of people to madness and desperation ? 
Look, sir, to the position of Virginia, Georgia, | 
Alabama, Mississippi, and the glorious old State 
of South Carolina; listen to the warning voice of 
these, and all the southern States, as they come to 
us upon every breeze that sweeps from th 

and tell me if we are not sporting above a volcano. 
Oh! gentlemen, pause, I beseech you, in this mad 
career. The South cannot, will not, pare not | 
submit to your demand. The consequences to 
her are terrible beyond description; to you for- 
bearance would be a virtue—virtue adorned with 
love, truth, justice, and patriotism. To some men 
I can make no appeal. [| appeal not to the gentle- | 
man from Ohio. He, like Peter the Hermit, feels 
himself under some religious obligation to lead on | 
this crusade. I make no appeal to the putative | 
father of the Wilmot proviso; like Ephraim, he 
is joined to his idols—lI willlet himalone. But to | 
sound men, to patriotic and just men, | do make | 
@ solemn appeal that they array themselves on the 
side of the Constitution, and save the Union. 
When the fatal step is taken it will be too late to 
repent the folly of this hour. When the deed is 
done, and the fatal consequences have fallen upon 
us, it will be vain, idle, worse than folly to depre- 
cate the evil councils which now prevail. Now, 
now is the time for good men to do their duty. 
Let those who desire to save the Constitution and | 





the Union come out from among the wicked and 
array themselves on the side of justice. And here 


Sov- # 


|| It may seem to those not familiar with the state || 


e South, | 

















in this Hall, erected by our fathers and dedicated | 
to liberty and law, we will make new vows, enter || 
into new covenants to stand together and fight the 
demon of discord until death shall summon ua to 
another and better world. 

You think that slavery is { great evil. Very 

_ well, think so; but keep your thoughts to your- | 
selves. If it bean evil, it is our evil; if it bea 
curse, it isourcurse. We are not seeking to force 
jt upon you; we intend to keep it ourselves. If 

ou do not wish to come in contact with this ery- 
ing evil, stay where you are, it will never pursue 
ou. 

For myself, 1 regard slavery as a great moral, 
social, political, and religious blessing—a blessing 
to the slave and a blessing to the master. This is 
my opinion. Ido not seek to propagate it. It 
does not concern me whether you think so or not. 
I have seen more of slavery than*you, know more 
about it; and my opinions are, I think, worth 
more than yours. Slavery, African slavery, was, 
as I religiously believe, planted in this country 
through the providence of God; and He, in His 
own good time, will take it away. Civilization | 
dawned in Africa. The Christian religion was | 
preached to the African race before its votaries 
carried it to other lands. Africa had the glad ti- 
dings of the Saviour long before his divine mission 
was revealed tous. And where isshe now? Cen- 
turies have passed away, and all traces of christi- 
anity, every vestige of civilization, have departed 
from that degraded and benighted land—a race 
of cannibals, roasting, eating men as we do swine |, thing there which challenges our devotion? Who 
and cattle. Resisting with fire and sword ali efforts |, does not know that time after time we have turned 
of Christian ministers to lift them from the deep |; away in sorrow from your oppressions, and yet 
degradation, they perseveringly worship idols and || have come back clinging to the Union, and pro. 

raven images, and run continually after false gods. | claiming that ** with all her faults we loved her 
Eek at the condition of this people, and contrast | still.”’ And you expect us to do so now again 
it with the worst condition of the same race in| and again; you expect us to return, and, on 
this country, and tell me if the eye of fancy, in its |, bended knees, crave your forbearance. No, you 
utmost stretch, can measure the elevation at which | do not; you cannot think so meanly of us. There 

| the Southern slave stands above the African in his || is nothing in our past history which justifies the 
native jungle? And yet philanthropy, double dis- | conclusion that we will thus abase ourselves. You 
tilled, extra refined philanthropy, bewails in pite- || know how much a high-toned people ought 
ous accents the fallen condition of the poor slave. |, bear; and you know full well that we have borne 

The negro race in the South have been civilized; || to the last extremity. You know that we ought 

many of them evangelized. Some are pure chris- || not to submit any longer. There is not a man of 
tians; all have been improved in their moral, ao- | lofty soul among you all, who in his secret heart 
| cial, and religious condition. And who shall under- || does not feel that we aught not to submit. If you 
take to say it was not within the providence of || fancy that our devotion to the Union will keep us 
their Creator to transplant them to our soil for || in the Union, you are mistaken. Our love for the 
| wise, beneficent, and holy purposes? | Union ceases with the justice of the Union. We 
It is no part of my purpose to discuss this prop- || cannot love oppression, nor hug tyranny to our 
osition. The subject, in this view of it, belongs |; bosoms. : 

| rather to the pulpit than to the halls of legislation. Have we any reason to fear a dissolution of the 

Union? Look at thequestion dispassionately, and 

| of public sentiment North and South, and the | answer to yourselves the important inquiry, Can 
| dangerous issues to which it is conducting us, out.|; anything be expected from the fears of the south- 

_ of time and out of place for us to diseuss the value || ern people? Do not deceive yourselves—look si 

_of the Union. 1am not afraid of the consequen- || things as they really are. For myself, | can say 
ces of such adiscussion. Itis a discussion not to || with a clear conscience, we do not fear it; we are 

_be coveted, but one which the times and tempers | not appalled at the prospect before us; we depre- 
of men have forced upon us. It is useless to deny || cate disunion, but we do not fear it; we know our 

_that the Union is in danger. To discuss its value ||, position too well for that. Whilst you have been 

| is to ascertain its worth. When we shall have | Navin outrage upon outrage, adding insult to in 
| done this, we can better decide how great a sacri- || salt, our people have been calmly calculating the 
| fice we ean afford to make to secure its perpetuity. || value of the Union. The question has been cor- 
| We of the South have ever been the fast friends || sidered in all its bearings, and our minds are made 
of the Union. We have been so from an earnest | up. The point has been designated beyond which 
attachment to its founders, and from a feeling of || we will not submit. We will not, because su’ 

_ elevated patriotism, a patriotism which rises above || mission beyond that point involves consequences 

all groveling thoughts, and entwines itself about | to us more terrible than disunion. It involves the 

_our country,and our whole country. We have | fearful consequences of sectional degradation. We 
made, and are now making day by day, greater || have not been slow in manifesting our devotion 

| sacrifices to uphold and maintain the Union in all } to the Union. In all our national conflicts we have 
| its purity and dignity, than all the other parts of | obeyed the dictates of duty, the behests of patriot 

| the country. Drop fora moment the sacrifice of | ism. Our money has gone freely. The lives 0! 

| feeling; forget the galling insults you are habitu- | our people have been freely given up. Their blood 

has washed many a blot from the national e 

cutcheon. We have loved the Union, and welor? 
tobacco, the peculiar products of our soil, more | it yet; but not for this,ora thousand such Unions, 
| will we suffer dishonor at your hands. 


| 
than seventy-five millions of dollars in value. |) 
Your whole national exports do but a littleexceed | _I tell you candidly, we have calculated the valut 
of the Union. Your -injustice has driven us to 


one hundred and forty millions of dollars. These || Maer? . 
| Your oppression justifies me to-day in discussits 
} 
| 





SS 


export of any people on the face of th 
that our wealth would in a short time 
surate with our immense exports, 
man can doubt. In the Union, oure 
the common trading fund of the nation, ang I 
profits go into thegeneral coffers. We know all th 2 
and more, we know how much we contribute to the 
support of the Government, and we know too } a 
little we get back. It gives me no pleasure oan 
cuss questions like this, but a solemn duty | ‘i 
not forego, from any mawkish, sentimental dey, 
tion to the Union. ‘It is right that we fally un}. 
stand one another. You think the South js not ‘i 
earnest. Now, this opinion is based upon one . 
two hypotheses, either that we are too much de 
voted to the Union to run the hazard of its disso. 
lution by a manly vindication of our righis. », 
else that we are afraid to encounter the perils of a 
dissolution. That we have loved the Union j 
most true. That our affections entwine them. 
selves about it, and are reluctant to give it up 
also true. But our affection is no ordinary plan: 
Nourish it, and it-will grow in the poorest soi 
Neglect it, or trample upon it, and it will perish 
in the richest fields. 1 will not recount the story 
of our wrongs. I but ask you, can such wroneg 
ever be the handmaids of love, of that mutual any 
earnest, devoted love which stood god father when 
| the infant Union was baptized, and without whoge 
fostering care it cannot, will not, must not survive? 
Throw an impartial eye over the history of j\\ 
last twenty years, and answer me if there isany 
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NO reasonatile 
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ally heaping upon us, and let us look to other sac- | 
rifices. We export annually in rice, cotton, and || 


| 
| articles of southern export are the support of your | feat 
| immense carrying trade, and of all your flourish- || the value of the Union, and I do so reely and it 
| ing and-profitable commerce; and these do not in- 1 lessly. Your press, your people, and your pu * 
clude the sugar of Louisiana, Texas, and Flor- |} may denounce this as treason; be ft so. You ot 
| ida, nor do I estimate the cotton, rice, and tobacco || sing hosannas to. the Union—it is well. ae 
consumed in the United States. If all these were || lords galled it treason in our fathers when t ! 
| embraced, our exports could not fall short of one || resisted British tyranny. British orators were A 
| hundred and twenty millions of dollars. I need || oquent in their eulogiums on the British Pew 
rs felt the oppression, they saw the ha 
they resolved to ress. 


not add that as a separate, independent Confed- Our fathe 
eracy we should have the heaviest agricultural || that aimed the blow, and 
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The result is before the world. 
ind trust to God and our own stout hearts for the | 
gongequences. : | 

The South afraid of dissolving ihe trasdei Sey 
should we fear? Whatis there to alarm us or awa- | 
xen our apprehensions ? Are we notable to mantain 


ourselves ? ‘a0 : 
more than one hundred millions of annual exports 


fear to take their position among the nations of the | 
With our cotton, sugar, rice, and tobacco, | 


earth ? ° . . 
products of a southern soil, yielding us annually 
‘ore thane hundred millions of dollars, need we fear 


the frowns of the world? You tell us all the world | 


eagainst us on the slavery question, We know 


more of this than you; fanaticism inthe Old World | 


jike fanaticism at home, assails our domestic rela- 
tions, but we know how much British commerce 
and. British labor depends for subsistence on our 
cotton, to feel at all startled by your threats of 
British power. Massachusetts’ looms will yield a 
sualier profit, and British looms wiil stop when 
you stop the supply of southern cotton. When 
the looms stop, labor will stop, ships will stop, 
commerce Will stop, bread will stop. Build your- 


gives no castles in the air. Picture to your minds | 


no such haleyon visions as that Great Britain will 
meddle with our slaves, She made an experiment 


in the West Indies in freeing negroes. It cost her || 
one hundred millions of pounds sterling and 


crippled her commerce to more than three times 
thatamount, and now her emancipated blacks are 
relapsing into a state of barbarism. By the united 


verdict of every British statesman the experiment | 


was a signal failure, injurious to the negro and 
detrimental to the kingdom. England will not 
interfere with southern slaves. Our cotton bags 
are our bonds of peace. 


Have we anything to fear from you in the event | 


of dissolution? A litthe gasconade, and some- 


times a threat or two, altogether out of place on | 


so grave an issue as this, are resorted to on your 
part. As to there being any conflict of arms 
growing out Of a dissolution, I have not thought 
itat all probable. 
tion with slaves in the Union, € propose to 
take them out of the Union—to dissolve the un- 
pleasant association. Will you seek a battie-field 
to renew, amid blood and carnage, this loathsome 
association? I take it for granted that you will 


not. But if you should, we point you to the | 
record of the past, and warn you, by its blood- 
stained pages, that we shall be ready to meet you. | 


When you leave your homes in New England, or 
in the great West, on this ‘mission of love—this 


crusade against the South; when you come to || 


take slavery to your bosoms, and to subdue eight 


millions of southern people, | warn you to make all || 


things ready. Kiss your wives, bid your children 


a long farewell, make peace with your God ; for I |) 


warn you that you may never return. 


I repeat, we deprecate disunion. Devoted to 


the Constitution—revetencing the Union—holding | 


in sacred remembrance the names, the deeds, and 
the glories of our common and illustrious ances- 
try—there is no ordinary ill to which we would 
not bow sooner than dissolve the political associa- 
tion of these States. If there was any point short 
of absolute ruin to ourselves and desolation to our 
country at which these aggressive measures would 
certainly stop, we would say at once, go to that 
point and give us peace. But we know full well, 
that when all is obtained that you now ask, the 
cormorant appetite for power and plunder will not 
be satisfied. The tiger may be driven from his 
prey, but when once he dips his tongue in blood, 
he will not relinquish his victim without a struggle. 
{ warn gentlemen, if they persist in their present 
course of policy, that the sin of disunion is on their 
heads—not ours. If a man assaults me, and I 
strike in self-defence, 1 am no violator of the pub- 
lic peace. If one attacks me with such fury as to 
eopardize my life, and I slay him inthe conflict, 
am no murderer. If you attempt to force upon 
us sectional desolation and—what to us is ifi- 
nitely worse—sectional degradation, we will resist 
you; and if in the conflict of resistance the Union is 
issolved, we are not responsible. If any man 
charges me with harboring sentiments of disunion, 
he is greatly mistaken. ir he says that | prefer 
disunion to ‘sectional and social degradation, he 
oes me no more than justice. 
any man desire to know at what time and 
for what cause I would dissolve the Union, I will 
tell him: At the first moment after you consum- 


We will resist, - 


Shall eight millions of freemen, with | 


You complain of your associa- | 











erty, I would declare the Union dissolved ; and 
| for this reason: such an act, perpetrated after 
| the warning we have given you, would evince a 


management of our domestic affairs, thus degra- 
ding us, from our rightful position as equals to a 
state of dependence and subordination. Do not 


| mistake me; [ do not say that such an act would, | 


per se, justify disunion; | do not say that our 


slave trade in the District of Columbia, nor even 
its abolition here, nor yet the prohibition of the 


It may be, that not one, nor two, or all of these 
combined would justify disunion. These are but 
the initiative steps—they lead you on to the mas- 
tery over us, and you shall not take these steps. 
The man must have studied the history of our re- 


volt against the power of Britain to but little pur- | 


pose who supposes that the throwing a few boxes 
of tea into the water in Boston harbor produced, 
or had any material influence in producing, the 
mighty conflict of arms which ensued. Does any 
man suppose that the stamp act and its kindred 
| measures produced the revolution? They pro- 
‘duced @ solemn conviction on the minds of our 
fathers that Britain was determined to oppress and 
degrade the Colonies. This conviction prepared 
| a heroic people for resistance; and the otherwise 
trivial incident of throwing the tea overboard suy* 
plied the occasion for nianifesting that state of 
public sentiment. I warn gentlemen by the his- 
tory of these transactions, not to outrage the pa- 


King and Parliament, to gpurn our entreaties, and 
turn a deaf ear to our prayers for justice. 


Before the first fatal step is taken, remember that , 


we have interests involved which we cannot relin- 
quish;.rights which it were better to die with than 
live without. The direct pecuniary interest in- 
| voived in this issue is not less than twenty hundred 
millions of dollars, and yet the loss of this will be 
the least of the calamities which you are entailing 
upon us. Our country is to be made desolate. We 
_ are to be driven from our homes—the homes hal- 
lowed by all the sacred associations of family and 
| friends. 
| of God, to wander through the land, homeless, 
| houseless, and friendless; or, what is ten thousand 
times worse than these, than all, remain in a coun- 


| try now prosperous and happy and see ourselves, | 


our wives and children, degraded to a social posi- 
tion with the black race. These, these are the 
\| frightful, terrible consequences you would entail 
upon us. Picture to yourselves Hungary, resist- 


gary, which hed never tasted liberty, could make 


| 

i 

| 

'| from eight millions of southrons made desperate 
| by your aggression. I tell you, sir, sooner than 
| submit we would dissolve a thousand such unions 
| as this. 

|| our masters, we would lay waste our country with 
|| fire and sword, and with our broken spears dig for 


| 


|| ourselves honorable graves. 
| 


| You tell us, sir, there is no intention of pushing | 
Ido not doubt the | 
|| sincerity, of gentlemen who make this avowal. | 


|| us to extremities like these. 
| If there was fixedness in their positions 1 would 
|| believe them, I would trust them. 
| the planetary system, I would take their solemn— 
| and, I hope, sincere—declarations, and be satisfied. 
TI should feel secure. But a few days, a brief 
| space, and you will pass away, and your places 


are more hostile than your predecessors, and the 


| hostile than they. Look to the Senate—the con- 
| servative branch of the Government. Already 
there are Senators from the mighty States of New 
' York and Ohio who repudiate the Constitution. 
One [Mr. Cuase, of Ohio] says the Constitution 
is a nullity as regards slavery, and another [Mr. 
Sewarp, of New York] declares that slavery can 
and will be abolished, and that you and he will do 
it. He tells us how this is to be done. He, too, 
repudiates the constitutional obligation, and says 
that slavery rests for its security on public senti- 
ment, andgthat public sentiment must and will de- 
stroy it. These are fearful declarations, coming 
from that quarter. They evince a settled purpose 





mate your first act of aggression upon slave prop-_ 


settled purpose to interpose your authority in the || 


exclusion from the Territories would alone jus- | 
tify it; I do not say that the destruction of the | 


slave trade. among the States, would justify it. | 


| tience of a patriotic people, nor yet, like the British | 


Weare to be sent, like a people accursed | 


ing the powers of Austria and Russia; and if Hun- || 


such stout resistance, what may you not anticipate | 


Sooner than alow our slaves to become | 


it If members of | 
|| Congress were to the political what stars are to | 


| will be filled by men more hostile than you, as you || 


next who come after your successors will be more- 


| terrible extremity; and yet, sir, we are asked to 
fold our arms and listen to the syren song thatall 
your ills will soon be o'er. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, before the sands of 
my brief hour have quite run out, let me turn for 
& moment to the late recent and extraordinary 
movements in the Territory of California,—move- 
ments: fraught with incalculable mischief, and if 
not arrested destined to entail calamities the most 
terrible upon this country. 1am told that the late 
Administration is in some degree responsible for 
these movements. I know not if this be true. 
I hope it is not. Indeed, I have authority for 
saying itis not. Certainly no evidence has been 
advanced that the statement is true. But I care 
not who prompted the anomalous state of things 
now existing in Califernia. At whatever time, and 
by whomsoever done, it has been without prece- 
dent, against the voice of the people’s representa- 
tives, in derogation of the Constitution of the 
United States, and intended to rob the Southern 
States of their just and rightful possessions. 
Viewing the transaction in this light, and without 
stopping to inquire whose it was, I denounce it as 
unwise, unpatriotic, sectional in its tendencies, in- 
sulting to the Seuth, and in the last de@ree des- 
picable. 

Twelve short months ago it was thoucht neces- 

| sary to invoke the authority of Congress for the 
people of California to form a State constitution. 
The present Secretary of the Navy, then a mem- 
ber of this House, did on the 7th day of February, 
1849, introduce a bill for that purpose. The first 
section declared ** that the Congress doth consent 
that a new State may be erected out of the terri- 
tory ceded to the United States,” &e. (See Con- 
gressional Globe, 2 Sess. 30 Con., p. 477.) 

Whether the honorable Secretary, as a member 
of the Cabinet, advised’and consented to the late 
extraordinary proceedings in California, I pretend 
not to know. I do know that he bitterly inveighed 
against Gen. Cass in 1848, for a supposed intima- 
tion that the people of the Territories might settle 
the slavery question for themselves, and chiefly on 
the ground that it was a monstrous outrage to al- 
low aliens and foreigners to snatch from the South 
territory won by the valor of hertroops. I know 
that he introduced the bill to which I have ada- 
verted, and urged its passage in a speech which 

' was said to have given him his position in the 
Cabinet. He certainly thought at that time, that 
the consent of Congress was necessary to the form- 
ation of a State.government in California. The bill 
itself, to say nothing of the speech, assigned one 
pregnant reason for this thought, for by its second 
| section it declared that the foregoing consent is 
given upon the following reservations and condi- 
| tions: First, that the United States hereby wn- 
conditionally reserves to the Federal Government 
all right of property in the public lands.” 

It was then thought a matter of some moment 
to reserve to the parties in interest, their right of 
property in the soil. But the progressive sprit of 
the President and Cabinet has gone far beyond 
| such idle whims, and “ the introduction of Cali- 
| fornia into the Union as a sovereign State is earn- 
estly recommended,”’ without reservation of any 
kind, save alone that her constitution shall con- 
form to the Constitution of the United States. If 
‘| any one“here knows the secrets of the Cabinet 
councils he can best inform us whether Mr. Sec- 
retary Preston thought it worth his while to inti- 
mate to the President and his associates that the 
| formation of an independent government in Cali- 
| fornia would of necessity vest in such government 
|| the right of property in the soil, and that her in- 
corporation into the Unfon without reservation, 
would be to surrender the right of eminent do- 
'main. It would disclose an interesting piece of 
cabinet history to ascertain whether so trivial a 
| matter ever engrossed the thoughts of ihai most 
' august bod y—the President and his constitutional 
| advisers. 
| Itis amusing to see with how much cunning 
| the author of the late special message endeavors 
| to divide the responsibility of this nefarious pro- 
\| ceeding with the late Administration. Several 
| times in the. message it is broadly hinted that 
|| President Polk took the initiative in this busivess. 
|| This may be so. 1 have seen no evidence of it, 

and do not believe it; but whether true or false it 
\| does not render the transaction less odious or more 
worthy of support. ‘The President himself seems 
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to think it too much for one Administration to 
bear, and, therefore, strives to divide its responsi- 
bility with his distinguished democratic predeces- | 
sor. I commend his discretion, more than his | 
generosity. It is discreet in him to shake off as 
much of the odium of this thing as possible. If it | 

| 





had been a worthy action I doubt if he would not 
have appropriated the honors of it entirely to 
himeaelf. 

The President sees, as well as you or I, that 
there is a fearful accountability ahead, and he cries 


out in time, “Polk was to blame—l only followed || 


up what he begun.”” I would to God he were as | 
willing to carry out all of Polk’s unfinished plans. | 

Is there nothing wrong, let me ask the friends | 
of the President, in this thing of the Executive— | 
of his own volition, and upon his own responsi- | 
bility—establishing a State government over the | 
territory of the United States, and that too after | 


Congress had been invoked and had refused her || 


consent to the establisnment of such a govern- 
ment ? 
had been done, the nation would have reverberated 
with the eloquent burst of patriotic indignation 
from gentlemen on the other side. 
son was charged with taking the responsibility, | 
but he never assumed responaibility like this. 

The manner of doing this thing is still more | 
extraordinary than the thing itself, | 
a military commander, charged with the execution 
of certain necessary civil functions, is made the 
man of power in this business. That officer, on 
the 3d day of June, 1849, issued his proclamation, 
a paper at once novel and bold. His object is to 
make a new State, and he commences thus: 

* Congress having failed at its recent session to provide a 
new government for this country, the undersigned would 
eali attention to the means which he deems best,” &c., ke. 

Yes, sir, there it is. Congress having failed to 
give government to California, Gen. Riley notifies | 
the inhabitants that he has taken. matters into his 
own hands; that he will give them a government, | 
and that ne will authorize them to make a State 
for themselves. He does this, too, because Con- 
gress had refused. 

I must do General Riley the justice to say he 
is not wholly an usurper in this business. He 
declares to the world in this same proclamation, (a 
document by the way drawn up with acumen and 
legal precision,) that the course indicated by him 
** is advised by the President and the Secretaries 
of State and of War,”’ and he (General Riley) 
solemnly affirms that his acts are ‘* fully author- 
ized by law.’’ I hope the General did not un- 
derstand that Mr. Secretary Preston’s bill was the 
law that “ fully authorized”’ his acts. There might 
be a difficulty in sustaining the opinion on that 
basis, inasmuch as the bill did not pass Congress. 

There are stranger things than these in this 
Riley proclamation ‘‘ advised by the President, 
and Secretaries Clayton and Crawford.”” The 
General not only sets forth circumstantially what 
is to be done, but he designates the persons who 
are to do the things which he bids to be done. 
Hear him: 


“ Every free male citizen of the United States and of | 
Upper California, 21 years of age, will be entitled to the 
right Of suffrage. All citizens of Lower California who 
have been forced to come into this Territory ov account of 
having rendered assistance to the American troops during 
the recent war with Mexico, should also he aljowed to vote 
in the district where they actually reside,” &c. 


NoW, sir, I humbly ask who gave the President 
and his Cabinet the right to “‘advise”’ this military 
commander by one sweeping proclamation to ad- | 
mit the ‘free male citizens of Upper California,” 
and “aut the citizens of Lower California,”’ (then | 
in the country, under certain circumstances,) to the 
right of voting? In so important a matter as form- 
ing a State constitution, which was to effect im- 

rtantinterests within the Territory, and still more 
important interests without the Territory, it would | 
have been at least respectful to his southern con- 
atituents, if the President had confined the voting 
to white people; but all free males of Upper Cali- 
fornia, and att from Lower Galifornia, whether 
bond or free, were fully authorized to vote. Shame, | 
shame upon the man who, in the midst of our | 
struggles for biood-bought rights, thus coolly sub- | 

t 





mits them to the arbitrament Of such a people. | 
I have been speaking of what the President ex- | 


ressly authorized. 


He, by his agent, General | 
ley, in terms, authorized these people of whom | | 
have been speaking to yote. They did vote; they 
were voted for; some of them had seats in the 





| 
| body voted. The whole heterogeneous mass of 
| 
| 


' 
I have seen the time when if this thing | 
| 


Gen. Riley, || 


so-called California Convention. But the gross 
wrong—the palpable outrage—did not stop here. 


Weall know—the President knows—that every- 


Mexicans, and foreign adventurers, and interlopers 
voted; and yet, the President, without one word 
of comment or caution touching these strange 
events, calmly recommends the progeny of this 


| 


| of Congress. If I had not ceased to be amazed at 
| the conduct of the present President of the United 
| States, I should indeed wonder what singular infat- 
| uation had possessed the old man’s brain when 
| he made that recommendation. Can it be that he 
| has not read the treaty with Mexico, or the laws 
| of Kis own country on the subject of naturalizing 
foreigners, that he thus recommends the admission 
of a State into the Union, with a constitution 
formed mainly by persons who were strangers to 


our laws, and who, by our Jaws and by the treaty, | 
were not cilizens, and consequently had no right | 


of suffrage? Look you, sir, to the treaty with 


Mexico. In its 8th article it is declared: -*That 


| 

} - 

| * Mexicans who shall prefer to remain in the terri- 
General Jack- || 


‘tory may either retain the rights and title of Mex- 


| ‘ican citizens or acquire those of citizens of the 


* United States.”” They shall make their election 
in one year after the treaty is ratified. ‘*And those 


| ‘ who shall remain in the territory after the expira- 


la 


| * shall be considered to have ELECTED to become 


| * citizens of the United States.” 
| Mexicans remaining in the territory after twelve | 


months ** shall be considered to have elected to be- 
come citizens of the United States;’’ but who shall 
make them citizens? “This question is fully an- 
swered by the ninth article of this treaty. We 
have seen that Mexicans may acquire the rights of 
citizens of the United States, and that under cer- 
tain circumstances they are deemed to have elected 
to become citizens, &c. Read the ninth article of 
the treaty: ** Mexicans who, in the territories 
‘aforesaid, shall not preserve the character of cit- 
‘izens of the Mexican Republic, conformably with 
‘what is stipulated in the preceding article, shall 
‘be incorporated into the Union of the United 
‘ States, and be apmiTTep at the proper time (to be 
‘ judged of by the Congress of the United States) 
‘to the enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of 
‘the United States according to the principles of 
* the Constitution. ”’ 

Here we have it. They are “ to be incorporated 
* into the Union, and be admitted at the proper time, to 
* be judged of by Congress, tothe enjoyment of all the 
‘ rights of citizens of the United States.’? Where did 
the President get his authority to dispense with 
these articles, these solemn stipulations of the 
treaty? By what right does he extend to these 
people that dearest privilege of an American free- 
man, the right of suffrage? By what authority 
does he confer the power to hold office, to sit in a 
convention, and to trample under foot the rights of 
the southern people? The late Administration had 
something to do with making this treaty, and they 
provided that these people, at a proper time, to be 
judged of by Congress, should enjoy all these 
rights. Congress has not judged in the matter. 
Congress has done nothing. Congress has refused 
to act, and the President tells these people to vote, 
to accept office, to make a State constitution, to 
elect Governors, Secretaries, Auditors, Members 
of Congress, &c., &c. And when they have done 
as he bid them, he *‘ earnestly recommends their 
| acts to the favorable consideration of Congress.”’ 
| And this is the President who was going to act 
according to the laws and the Constitution, and 
| abstain from all interference with the duties of 
Congress. O tempora! O mores! 
| (Here the hammer fell, and Mr. Brown gave 
| notice that he would append the unfinished re- 





'| marks to his printed speech. 


| The present President of the United Srates de- 
| lights in doing in all things like Washington. In 

his annual message he alludes no less than three 
| times, with evident self-complacency, to supposed 
| Similitudes between his acts and those of the illus- 
| trious Father of his Country. 

In the earlier history of the Republic, and in 
the time of Washington’s Presidency, a case bear- 
ing close resemblance to the one under discussion 
was presented for his consideration. How closely 
the second Washington copies the precedent of 
the first may be gathered from the history of the 





strange convention to the favorable consideration | 


| *tion of that year without having declared their | 
intention to retain the character of Mexicans | 





Jan, 30, 


transaction. That history bas been brief 
by a distinguished, eloquent, and aged 


Y sketched 


President Taylor. friend of 


'| George Poindexter: Phlet by 
“ Shortly after the cession by North Carolina of the 
western Territory, certain influential individuals an 
hasten the formation of an independent State goy, Xi0Us to 
within the eeded territory, induced the inhabitants to cnr’ 
convention and frame a State constitution, to which wi 
gave the name of ¢ the State of Franklin.’ This pea they 
' met the unhesitating frowns and disapprobation ve’ 
Father of his Country—the illustrious Washington. the 
caused it to be instantly suppressed, and in Jiey of _ 
titions State government, a territorial government <a 
tended to the inhabitants by Congress, under whieh ey. 
lived and prospered for many years.” they 


_ If the first President, the great, the good, 
illustrious Washington, would not listen to 
proposition of the Franklanders, citizens 
were of the United States, for admission 
Union, under the circumstances attending t 
plication, I ask how the present Preside 
justify his proceeding, mn first prompting the fre, 
male citizens of Upper California, all the peeple of 
Lower California, and in fact the interlopers ang 
adventurers from all the nations of the earth, now 
upon our territory, to form a State CONStitution 
and ask admission into our Union? And noy’ 
when this constitution, the creation of such a eon. 
glomerate mass, is about to be presented, let tlie 
friends of the President justify, if they can, his 
‘*earnest recommendation that it may receive the 
favorable consideration of Congress,’’ 

Frankland was not admitted as a State, by: 
a Territorial government was given to the coup. 
try under the name of Tennessee. Asa territory 
these people again applied for admission, and again 
their application was rejected. I read from Poin. 
dexter’s pamphlet the history of this second appji- 
cation: ‘ 

© Subsequent to these transactions the inhabitants of the 
Southwestern Territory having increased, as it was believed, 
toa sufficient number to entitie them to become one of the 
States of the Union, the Territorial Legislature directed g 
census to be taken under the authority of an act passed by 
that body. This census having been ©o taken, exhibited 
uumber of free inhabitants exceeding 60,000—Ir ing a greater 
number than was required by the ordinance of 1787 to ad. 
mit them into the Union; and on the 28th of November, 
1795, the Governor being authorized thereto by law, issued 
his proclamation requiring the inhabitants of the several 
counties of the Territory to choose persons to represent 
thein in convention, for the purpose of forming a consti. 
tion or permanent form of government. This boiy so 
chosen, met in convention on the Ilth January, 1796, and 
adopted a constitntion, in which they declared the peuple of 
that part of said Territory which was ceded by North Uaro- 
lina, to be a free and independent State, by the name of the 
State of Tennessee. Without entering into minute details 
of all the proceedings which took place in relation to this 
constitution, it will be sufficient for my present purpose to 
refer to the Senate Journal of the first session of the fourh 
Congress, to which that constitution was submitted for the 
reception and approbation of Congress. In the report of 
the committee of the Senate, to whom this constitution was 
referred, it will be seen that this act of the territorial av- 
thorities was deemed premature and irregular; that the 
census ordered to be taken of the inhabitants was in many 
respects deficient in detail, and more especially that the 
enumeration of the inhabitants must, by the constitution, be 
made by Congress; that this rule applied to the original 
States of the Union, and as their rights as members of the 
Union are affected hy the admission of new States, the 
same principle which enjoins the census of their inhabitants 
to be taken under the authority of Congress, equally requires 
the enumeration of the inhabitants of any new State, lad 
ont by Congress in like manner, should be made under their 
authority. This rule, the commitiee are of opinion, lett 
Congress without discretion on this point. The committee 
therefore reported, that the inhabitants of that, part of the 
Territory south of Ohio, ceded by North Carolina, are not at 
this time entitled to be received as a new State into the 
Union. This example is drawn fromthe action of Congress 
during the administration of Washington, and will serve © 
show you, sir, the great caution with which, under the 
administration of that illustrious individual, the State was 
admitted into the Union.” 


In the purer and better days of the Republic 't 
was thought necessary to consult Congress as (0 
the disposition to be made of the territory belong: 
ing to the United States, and our fathers thought 
it necessary to show a decent regard to the de- 
mands of the Constitution, in admitting new 
States into the Union. But in these latter days, 
when soldiers become statesmen, without study, 
and men intuitively understand the Constitution, 
the old-fashioned notions of Washington and his 
compatriots are treated with scorn, and we ait 
given to understand that the soldier-President ca" 
make new States without the aid of Congress, an’ 
in defiance of the Constitution. . Whether the 

ople will submit to this high-handed proceeding 
ws not know; but for my single self I em 
prepared to say, that “live or die, sink or sw, 
survive or perish,” I will oppose it *atall hazards 
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“What, Mr. Chairman, is to be the effect of ad- 
isting California into the Union asa State? Inde- 
ndent, sir, of all the objections I have been 
iinting out, it will effectually unhinge that sec 
jonal balance which has so long and happily exist- 
oj between the two ends of the Union, and at once 
give to the North that dangerous preponderance in 
the Senate, which ambitious politicians have so 
ernestly desired. The admission of one sach 
Sate as California, opens the way for, and renders 
asy the admission of another. The President al- 
ready prompts New Mexico to a like course. The 
wo will reach out their hands to a third, and 
they toa fourth, fifth and sixth. _ Thus precedent 
flows precedent, with locomotive velocity and 
power, until the North has the two-thirds required 
in change the Constitution. WHen THis Is DONE 
gig CONSTITUTION WILL BE CHANGED. That pub- 
fic opinion, to which Senator Sewarp so signifi- 
wntly alludes, will be seen, and its power will be 
@l:—universal emancipation will become your ral- 
iyingery. We see this. It is clearly set forth in 
s| your movements. The sun at noonday is not 
more visible than is this startling danger. Its pres- 
ence does arouse our fears and set our thoughts 
in motion. It comes with giant strides and un- 
der the auspices of a southern President, but we 
will meet it, and we will vanquish it. The time 
for action is almost come. It is well for us to ar- 
range the order of battle. T have listened, and will 
ain listen with patience and pleasure, to the plans 
of our Southern friends. My own opinion is this: 
that we should resist the introduction of California 
asa State, and resist it successfully; resist it by our 
votes first, and lastly by other means. We can, at 
least, force an adjournment without her admission. 
This being done, we are safe. The southern 
Sates, in convention at Nashville, will devise 
means for vindicating their rights. I do not know 
what these means will be, but I know what they 
may be, and with propriety and safety. They may 
be to carry slaves into all of southern California, 
as the property of sovereign States, and there hold 
them, as we have a right to do; and if molested, 
defend.them, as is both our right and duty. 

Weask you to give us our rights by Non-INTER- 
vention; if you refuse, | am for taking them by 
ARMED OCCUPATION, 

Mr. B. having concluded— 

Mr. MORTON obtained the floor, but yielded 
toa motion by Mr. Casex.t and Mr. Bay y that 
the committee rise: 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

And the House adjourned. 





Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Elec- 
tions. reported, yesterday the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to, viz: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Resolved, That the parties to the contested election from 
the Fourth Congressional District of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania be, and they are hereby authorized to take the testi- 
mony of such witnesses as they, or either of them, may 
require, by depositions, in conformity with the laws of Penn- 
tylvania in force at the time of taking such testimony, in 
relation to taking depositions to be used in the trial of cases 
in the courts of Conimon Pleas of said State, before any al- 
derman or justice of the peace of the city or county of Pbil- 
adelphia. Provided That the notice of time and place of 
taking such depositions shall be given by the party taking 
the same, to the Opposing party, at least ten days before 
they shailhe taken. Provided, also, ‘That the parties may 
by agreement in writing or otherwise, regulate the mode of 
giving notice, And provided, also, That when such deposi- 
tions shall have been taken, they shall, together with the. 
agreements and notices aforesaid, be sealed up by the officer 
taking the same and returned to the Speaker of this House? 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The followin titions were presented and re- 
ferred under he ais F 


a’! Mr. FOWLER: ‘The petition of John B. Thomas and 

a ae citizens of Plymouth, Massachusetts, for a propo- 
ye other Governments for a Congress of Nations. - 

Fie th the petition of Martha Ann Chase, for indemnity fo 
rench spoliations, 

' a the petition of citizens of Boston, Scituate, Prov- 

cunt wn, Chatham, &e., Massachusetts, asking for the 

wa Of the light-house at the mouth of Scituate 

ine JULIEN : Femions from twa Beasies and twen- 

— ns yette county an ng the 

wolition Of the office of Chaplain la: Geuprentanddeame 
Alec and navy. Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

aa », Retitions from one hundred and eighty-three citi- 
; sae ayne county, Indiana, praying the same. Re- 
Also, a petition from twenty-three citizens of Henry 

“Alas? fodiea ine a like prayer and reference. 

the memorial of the Yearly Meeting of Anti-slavery 
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Friends, held in Newport, Wayne county, Indiana, from the 


4th of the 10th month to-the Sh Of the same, inclusive, 
1849, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Colambia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District. ‘ 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Captain 
Samuel Cooper, Joha Irvine, and 168 others. 

Also, the petition of Thompson Adams, James Rutledge, 
and 127 others. 

Also, the petition of John Strickler, David Longnecker, 
and 82 others. 

Also, the petition of John Hill, James Trimble, and 30 
others, all citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress for the enactment of a law for the relief et 
the surviving officers and soldiers of the late war with Great 
Britain. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WILMOT: The petitions signed by over 300 cit- 
izens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania, and Tioga county, 
New York, asking for the establishment of a tri-weekly 
mail route from Leroyville, Bradford county, through the 
townships of Warren and Windham, Pennsylvania, and 


; Nichols, New York, to Smithboro’ in Tioga county, New 


York. 

By Mr. LA SERE: The memorial of the Board of Health 
of the city of New Orleans, and the Board of Administrators 
of the Charity Hospital of the State of Louisiana, asking 
the enactment of a law imposing a tax upon alien passen- 
gers arriting at the ports of the United States. Referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of Mrs. Lucy Clark, wid- 
ow of the late Rev. John Clark, of King and Queen county, 
Virginia, praying for additional allowance on account of the 
revolutionary services of her husband. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Adolphus Mier & Co., 
merchants of St. Louis, praying the refunding of duties upon 
certain goods, burned upon the steamer Marshal Ney, at the 
port of New Orleans, immediately after transhipment, and 
before leaving port. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece. - 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of J. H. Loomis and 31 
others, of Attica, New York, praying that the rate of post- 
age on prepaid lette?s may be established at two cents on 
letters not exceeding one half ounce in weight. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of J. 8. Sawyer, Geo. 
R. Pierce, and others, students in the Western Reserve Col- 
lege, Hudson, Ohio, praying the reduction of postage to two 
cents on all prepaid letters. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Charles H. Lee and 
others, heirs of Oliver Lee, deceased, citizens of Chautauque 
county, New York, praying Congress for compensation for 
damages in relation to the schooner Savannah at the mouth 
of Buffalo Creek. Referred to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Abel Merwin, Wil- 
liam Jew, and 100 others, citizens of Newton Falls, Trum- 
bull county, Ohio, praving the reduction of postage to two 
cents on all prepaid letters. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of the Pennsylvania 
Society for promoting the abolition of Slavery, &c., praying 
for the abolition of the slave trade between the States. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Theo. 
N. Breed and 70 others, of Lynn, Massachusetts, against the 
extension of Wm. Wooaworth’s patent for a planing machine. 

The papers relating to the claims of United States citizens 
on Havti were referred to the Coinmittee on Foreign Affuirs. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Daniel Wells, jr., George 
G. Dousman, and sandry other citizens of Wisconsin, for 
the survey and location of a military road from Fort How- 
ard, at Green Bay, to the mouth of Carp river, on Lake Su- 
perior. Referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, the petition of Charles B. Finch for an increase of 
his pension, or that he be allowed his pension from the time 
he was wounded. Referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, the petition of John Webh, J. A. Hoover, and other 
citizens of Wisconsin, for a mail route from Geeen Bay to 
the mouth of Carp river, (Wooster) by the mouth of the 
Manowanie, Cedar Fork, and Eseanauba river, and the 
Iren Mountain. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens resi- 
ding along the shores of the western lakes and on the hanks 
of the St. Lawrence and its tributaries, praying Congress 
to levy specific, instead of the present ad valorem duties on 
lumber. Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of eighty citizens of 
Lewistown, county of Niagara, New York, asking that the 
rate of postage on prepaid letters he established at two 
cents per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCHENCK presented a memorial from eighty-two 
citizens of Miamisburgh,in the State of Ohiv, praying for 
the construction of a railroad across the continent to the 
Pacific coast. on the plan of Mr. Asa Whitney. Referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, the petition of two hundred and thirty-seven legal 
voters of the city of Dayton, Ohio, praying that the charge 
for postage throughout the United States may be reduced to 
a uniform rate of two cents on each letter, and required to 
be prepaid. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of fifty-six citizens of Green county, 
Ohio, praying Congress to recognize the independence of 
oo in Africa. Referred to the Committee on Foreign 

airs. 

Also, the petition of Archibald Crawford, Jonathan Craw- 
ford, and Charles H. Crawford, of Dayton, Ohio, who are 
interested in Blanchard’s patent for turning irregular forms, 
praying that some law may be passed to prohibit the intro- 
duction and sale of such manufactures from the adjoining 
British Provinces, in violation of said patent right. Referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 

On motion by Mr. SCHENCK, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Jacob Lagathy 
be withdrawn from the files and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, Ordered, That the petition and papers of Samuel 


. 
e 


on Commerce. 
Mr. PHELPS presented the memorial of Syl- 


Graves be withdrawn from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, Ordered, That the petition and papers of Mrs. Pris- 
cilla Decatur Twiggs be withdrawn from the files and re- 
ferred again to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 30, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the Secretary, made in obedience 
to a resolution of the Senate, calling for the rea- 
sons why the estimates of appropriationa, as re- 
quired by the joint’yesolution of January, 1846, 
had not been delivered to the Senate. 

The report was read and laid on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
citizens of New York, numerously signed, asking 
| the enactment of a law requiring accounts to be 
| kept in the national currency instead of pounds, 
| shillings, and pence, and that all Spanish and 
Mexican coins of the value of one-sixteenth and 
one-eighth of a dollar be rated as half dimes and 
dimes; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Evans and Churchman, and 
Joseph R. Evans, merchants of Philadelphia, 
asking that certain duties illegally exacted may 
be refunded. ‘ 

Also, the petitions of Gibson & Co., Gibson & 
Bell, and John Gibson & Co., asking that certain 
duties, illegally exacted, may be refunded; which 
several memorials were referred to the Committee 





vester Churchill, asking to be allowed certain are 
rearages of pay duc him as an inspector general of 
the army; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented two petitions of ¢iti- 
zens of New York, in favor of the reduction of 
postage; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Maine, asking a reduction of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of Wm. 
A. Duer, administrator of Wm. Duer, asking the 
payment of a balance standing to the credit of said 
Wm. Duer on the books of the Treasury; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Stephen Griffith, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was re- 
ferred to the select committee. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of Igabel 
Le Leon, for herself and co-heirs of Benjamin 
Nones, late of Philadelphia, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations; which was referred to the 
select committee. 

Mr. BENTON submitted certain papers to be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
the resolution to inquire into the expediency of 
conforming the rules of procedure and practice in 
the United States courts in Missouri to the prac- 
tice of the State courts, viz: 

Ist. A letter from Judge Wells on the subject of 
the inquiry. | ¢ 

2d. Draught of a special bill from Missouri. 

3d. Draught of a general bill for all United Statgs 
courts, 

4th. A copy of the statute of Missouri directing 
the mode of procedure in the State courts. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that to-morrow, or 
some early day, he would ask leave to introduce a 
bill providing for the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence, and for reciprocgl trade with Canada. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the papers on the files of the Senate, rela- 
ting to the claim of Orville B. Dibble and George C, Bates, 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
petition of Ira Day, of Vermont, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill for his relief. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of the 
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sureties of Samuel Swartwout, asked to be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the | 
same, and that it be referred to the Committee on | 
the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill proposing 
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Mr. KING. I ask the Senator from Iowa to 
give us some explanation. Why has it not been 
placed to the credit of the agent, in conformity 
with the rule on that subject? On what ground 
has it been withheld? Has it been paid to a per- 
son not entitled to receive it, or has more been 


to the State of Texas the reduction of her bounda- | pels than the pensioner was entitled to? I should 
| i 


ries, the cession of her exterior territory, and the 


relinquishment of all her claims upon the United || 


States for a consideration, to be paid her by the 


United States, asked to be discharged from the || 


/ 


further censideration of the game, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Territories ; 
which was agreed to. 


INDIAN TITLES IN OREGON, ETC. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the resolution of the 
7th of January, relating to the extinguishment of 
indian titles in Oregon, New Mexico, &c., re- | 
ported a bill authorizing the negotiation of treaties 
with the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, 
and for the extinguishment of their claims to lands 


other purposes; which was read and ordered to a | 
second reading. Vs : 
Mr. BELL. I desire to state to the Senate that | 
in this bill there are some provisions relating to | 
the management of our [Indian affairs in Oregon | 
which require early consideration, on the ground | 
that there are peculiar circumstances in the posi- 
tion of the people of that Territory. On account | 
of the remoteness of the Territory from the seat 
of government and executive authority, and the | 
difficulties of communication, it is especially im- | 
portant to have early action upon it. There is | 
another reason why action upon the bill ought not | 
to be delayed. It can scarcely be expected that a 


I am informed by the Delegate from that Territory | 
that there is scarcely an inhabitant in it who can 
make any improvements, clear his land or build, 
with confidence, because there is not an acre of | 
land to which some of the Indian tribes do not set | 
up a claim. © It is important to preserve peaceable | 
relations with the Indians, and extinguish their | 
title by giving them such compensation as Gov- 
ernment may think reasonable, and to which the 
Indians may assent. 
notice to the Senate that, at some early day, I | 
shail ask attention to this bill for a short tume, | 
when I shall offer some explanatory remarks in 
regard to it. | cannot, however, at this time des- 
ignate the day on which I shall desire to have it 
taken up, nor will l ask that it be made a special | 
order, for we have too many special orders al- | 
ready. 

Mr. BELL asked leave to lay upon the table | 
an amendment, which he intended to offer to this | 
bill when it should be taken up for consideration, 
His object now was that it might be printed for 
the use of the Senate. The amendment was as 
follows: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enected, That the sum of —— 


thousand dotlars be appropriated, out of any money in the || 


‘Treasury not otherwise appropriaced, to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act. 
ACCOUNTS OF A PENSION AGENT. 

Mr, JONES, trom the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the memorial of Newton | 
Lane, late pension agent at Louisville, Kentucky, 
reported a joint resolution directing the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury to adjust the account 
of Newton Lane, late pension agent at Louisville, | 
Kentucky. 

The resolution having been read by the Secre- | 


tary— 

Mr. JONES, I ask the indulgence of the | 
Senate to permit that resolution to be passed | 
now, by request of th# Committee on Pensions. | 

Mr. KING. What is the object of the resolu- | 
tion? 


Mr. JONES, 


It is merely to authorize the | 
Auditor to place a sum of money to the credit of | 
the pension agent which he was directed to pay | 
to a pensioner, and which was paid. There is a | 
difference of a hundred and odd dollars between 
the account allowed by the auditing officer and the | 
amount paid by the pension agent. 
Mr. KLNG, Is it the report of a committee? | 
Mr. JONES, It is. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no ob- | 
jection, the resolution will have its second reading | 
and be considered as in Committee of the Whole. | 


i 


{| 


For these reasons, I give || 


| 


| 


| 








—— 





| 





communication can be made to Oregon and an an- || to extend beyond the year 1843. 


sweér received in less than four or five months, and '| ceived that the agent paid up to 1846. Now the 


| Camptroller says the acts of Congress ought to | 
limit it to 1843. Mr. Lane says that is not his | 


ke to understand how the matter is. 

Mr. JONES. The explanation is, that the 
Commissioner of Pensions directed the pension 
agent at Louisville, Kentucky, to pay the pension 
of a pensioner, amounting to $870 and some cents. 
In accordance with that direction, given by the 
Commissioner, the agent paid over the pension, 
and in returning his account to the Third Auditor 
of the Treasury Department, the same was re- 


ferred to the Comptroller, who decides that there | 
is no law to authorize the payment of the whole | 


amount by about one hundred and odd dollars. 


Mr. KING. He paid too much, I understand. | 


Mr. JONES. He paid too much; but pre- 
cisely the sum which the Commissioner of Pen- 


lying west of the Cascade Mountains, and for || 8ions directed him to pay. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will make a statement 
to the gentleman from Alabama, if he is not al- 
ready satisfied. The facts of the case are these: 
The pension certificate was issued to Mr. Ed- 
wards for ten years’ pensions. Mr. Lane was the 
nension agent to pay these pension certificates. 

pon the face of the pension certificate there were 
ten years’ pensions due. The pension certificate 
was issued in behalf of a woman; it was pfesent- 
ed, and the agent paid the pension from 1836 to 
1846. Subsequently, when the agent came to set- 


tle his accounts at the department, he was told that | 


granted, and that 
allow the pension 
It will be per- 


the certificate was improper] 
there was no law which woul 


fault. He could not help it. He went by the 
pension certificate, and paid accordingly, and that 
he ought to be repaid all that he has paid. 

Mr. KING. Is the certificate there? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, sir; it is all there. 
I have examined the facts as stated by Mr. Lane, 
who is one of my constituents, and they are all as 
I have stated. It isa clear claim on his part‘against 
the Government, and the fault, if any, is the re- 
sult of the improper issue of the papers, and not 
his, at all. . 

There being no amendment offered, the resolu- 
tion was reported to the Senate; it was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


_Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of causing to be pre- 
pared and printed a collection of the official instructions, of 
a general character, which have been issued from time to 


|| time relative to the disposal and sale of the public lands, to- 
gether with the official opinions of the Attorney General on || 
questions arising under the land laws, and a compilation of | 
the Spanish laws and regulations for the sales and donation | 


of land, so far as the same apply to territory now owned b 
the United States. - 


SLAVERY A LOCAL INSTITUTION. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I move to 
take up the resolution which I offered and laid 
upon the table on the 14th instant, for the purpose 
of having it made the special order of the day for 
Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was taken up and read as follows: 


Whereas the Congress of the United States, possessing | 


only a delegated authority, have no power over the subject 


of negro slavery within the limits of the United States, | 
either to prohibit or interfere witirit in the States, Territo- | 


ries or District where, by municipal law, itnow exists, or to 
establish it in any State or Territory where it does not exist ; 
but, as an assurance and guarantee to promote barmony, 
quiet apprehension, and remove sectional prejudice, which 
by possibility might impair or weaken love and devotion to 
the Union in any part of the country, it is hereby 

Resolved, That, as the people in Territories have the same 
inherent rights of self-government as the people in the 
States, if, in the exercise of such inherent rights, the people 
in the newly-acquired Territories, by the annexation of 
Texas and the acquisition of California and New Mexico, 


south of the parallel of 36 degrees and 30 minutes of north | 


latitude, extending to the Pacific ocean, shall establish ne- 
gro slavery or prohibit it, such establishment or prohibition 
of negro slavery, in. the formation of their State govern- 
ments, shall be deemed no objection to their admission asa 
State or States into the Union, in accordance with the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 


. 
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|| ‘The motion to make it the special onde,» 
8 l 
| Monday next was agreed to, Pecial order fo, 


‘} THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, 
_ resolution which I wish to present. 
| it may be read and referred to the C 
|| Public Lands. 
The Secretary read it as follows: 
Resolved, That - Committee on Public 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granti 
| family, (not landholders or the owners of property seen 
sum of $1,500,) citizens of the United States, or emi the 
who are now here or may arrive previous to the 4th | ty 
next, 160 acres of land; and when said families shall ae 
resided upon the said land so granted three years continy. 
ously, and shall erect buildings and clear ten acres hitmen 
thereon, a patent shall be issued by the Government of the 
United States free from all cost to the grantee. - 


Mr. HOUSTON. I would remark, sir that 
that resolution was prepared as an amendment to 
a resolution presented by the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Sewarp.] Tevpasting that it would 
have been called up previous to this time, [ wit). 
held it until now, intending to make it a subject of 
/amendment to the resolution of the honorable 

Senator from New York. That resolution not 
having been called up, I think proper to present 
‘this as an original resolution. As various plans 
| for the purpose of promoting the settlement of the 
| public lands have been suggested, and referred tp 
| the Committee on Public Lands, I may say that | 
think those lands could not be better disposed of 
than in providing homes for the necessitous citizens 
of our country, and those who may come to our 
shores requiring assistance. As those schemes 
have been referred to the Committee on Poblic 
Lands, I have thought this a proper time to move 
| this resolution. I beg that it may be referred to 
| that committee, 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I merely rise to 
suggest that I see no neceesity for having this res. 
olution referred and printed. I rather think it will 
pass without the formality of a report. Whilst] 
am up, I beg to say that I think this decidedly the 
_ best “ bid’? that has yet been made. (Laughiter.) 
| I give the honorable Senator the more credit for it, 
| because this sort of contést was commenced by 
those who are hard to beat. The only objection [ 
have to the printing of the resolution is this: | 
am afraid it may awaken some improper feeling in 
the country. I am afraid it may awaken undue 
| feelings of expectation; expectations that may 
» not finally be gratified, expectations that I hope 
|| may be gratified, but which | much fear may not 
| be gratified. If the only effect of printing such 
resolutions was to strengthen the personal popu- 
larity of particular gentlemen, I should be indif- 
ferent about it, and-if any good effect was likely 
to arise from it, 1 should be very glad. | con- 
| clude, by repeating that I think this is decidedly 
the best *‘bid’’ we have had yet.. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I can assure: the gentleman 
|, from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] that upon the sub- 
| ject of *“*bids” I have never been distinguished; 
|, nor am I on this occasion emulous of any success, 
that I know of, but one, and that would be to ree- 
oncile matters here and get to business. But if 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi entertains 
the slightest apprehension that I haye any idea of 
interfering with any other southern gentleman 
who has“ bids”’ to make, he is certainly mistaken; 
for [ can assure the honorable Senator that | can 
have no aspirations which would conflict with 
those claims to which he is so justly entitled. 
(Laughter. ) 

This is a measure originating not with reference 
to any ulterior object, further than the accommo 
dation of such persons as are really necessitous (0 
our own country; and not, as I remarked, intend- 
ing to make it a substantive resolution in its origi, 
' but for the purpose of embracing a large portion 
of our population, and such as will necessarily ar- 
rive on our shores and mingle with our population, 
(which was the sole object I had in view,) I would 
have been glad, sir, to have offered. it as an amend- 
ment to the resolution of the honorable Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp.] It will be re- 
membered that I have made no efforts to bring 
| myself particularly forward on the floor of the 
|| Senate, or to intermeddle in the discussions which 


I have g 
I desire that 
OMmittee op 


Lands be in- 











| have resulted; and had it not been for a culiar 

| degree of seneitiveness on the part of the honora- 

| ble\Senator from Mississippi, apprehending or 
collision that might arise in relation to ‘ bids, 

| presume this motion would have passed unop- 
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a 
cs he policy which I have always enter- 
aa woe which the country acted in which || 
have been situated: for years past, has been a pol- | 
jiberal towards emigrants, liberal towards cit- || 

y « and, in appropriating the public domain, has || 

ved upon the principle that an independent and {| 
te established population is of more advantage |) 
aa community asa republic than the posses- || 
of public lands that were unprofitable, nei- || 
a paying taxes nor contributing to the general I 
wealth of the country. Influenced by a policy of |) 
ihis character, t would be glad to see it established | 
here. Millions cannot number the amount of acres 
that we have of public domain in this country, || 
that is unprofitable, and unoccupied ; and when ! 
you cast your eyes to the cities of the North and 








tye cities of the whole Union, you will find millions || 
of citizens, millions of po there, who are de- || 
pendent on the charity of the country, living mis- || 
wable dependents on their daily labor for their | 
gabsistence; and if you can transfer them to our || 
yestern and southern borders, you will place them 
na position to establish a state of profitable inde- | 
ndence and respectability, in which they can }| 
rear their families, educate them, and build up 
society on our borders with intelligence equal to | 
that which adorns our principal cities. Cities will || 
rise, sir; and this is the way to extend our do- | 
minion over the forests of the country, and to give || 
support and impart happiness to millions who |, 
yould otherwise be wretched, miserable, depend- | 
‘ent, and degraded. “These considerations, Mr. | 
President, have influenced me in part, in handing || 
in this resolution; merely to add to the resolution || 
ofanother gentleman, that it might be more com- || 
prehensive in its opetation than to appropriate it || 
emigrants or the inhabitants of a particuliar | 
country. : ; 
| sympathize, Mr. President, with the oppressed || 
and rained Hungarian, while [ despise the power 
which has trampled him down. IL regret the un- 
heard-of cruelties that are now perpetrated over | 
the broad land of fair Hungary; but, sir, we have | 
other emigrants to our country with whom we 
claim the closest ties of affinity, and are bound by 
nature and by kindred. ‘These people are flocking 
toour shores. If we extend to them a welcome, | 
let us extend with that welcome real benefits. We | 
have millions and millions of acres that we can 
give away, and have a residuum of millions more 
left. I have looked into the statistics of this sub- 
ject, sir, and I would be rejoiced to know that | 


e one-half of our public domain was given away to), 


those who will become occupants of it, and who |) 
will cultivate it with advantage to themselves and | 
to the country, and, in addition, add to our im- | 
ports and exports, develop our resources, and in- | 
crease the revenue of the country by the imposts 
upon articles of consumption. 

For these reasons, Mr. President, I hope the 
committee to which it is proposed to refer this res- 
olution will give it that consideration to which it | 
is entitled, and that they will consider the great || 
advantages which will arise not only to the coun- |, 
try, sir, but to the beneficiaries of this policy. | 
And I can assure the honorable Senator from Mis- || 
sissippi, (Mr. Foore,] with all cordiality of feel- 
ing and regard, not only for his locality, but for | 
his preeminent talents and usefulness, that I will | 
not place myself in competition with any ** bid”? | 
that he may hereafter make. (Laughter. } 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope, in the notice I am | 
about to give, [ may not be considered as a | 
“bidder,” or one in competition with those emi- 
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considered in the light of a ‘ bidder;”’ I have not 
yet entered the arena—I give notice that I may, by 
possibility, when these measures come up for con- 
sideration, move as an amendment the granting of 
three hundred and twenty acres of land to actual 
settlers; and ( would add, that, as, in consequence 
of the agitation of the times, the tenure by which 
a.certain species of property in the Union is held 
is supposed to be gradually weakened, I will throw 
in a negro apiece to each of the settlers. [Laugh- 


ter. 

Mr. SEWARD. The resolution which I had 
the honor to sibmit on the subject, which is now 
under consideration, perhaps may as well be 
brought distinctly in its form before the Senate, 
and [ now ask that it may be read. 

The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the conduct of Austria and of Russia, in the 
war in which these Powers have subverted the nationality 
and the liberties of Hungary, has been marked by ipjustice, 
oppression, and barbarity, which justly deserve the con- 
demnation of mankind, while they commend the Hungarian 
people to the sympathies of other nations, and especially of 
republican States ; and that the Committee on the Public 
Lands be directed to inquire and report on the propriety of 
setting apart a portion of the public domain, to be granted, 
free of all charges, to the exiles of Hungary already arrived 


and hereafter to arrive in the United States, as well as to || 


the exiles fleeing from oppression in other European coun- 





tion at this time. If it is thought better that ali 

these resolutions should be sent to the proper com- 

mittees, | am ready to ask that, after the resolu- 

tion of the honorable Senator from Michigan shall 

| be disposed of, the resolution which I have offered 
shall be sent to an appropriate committee. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I do not rise 
to discuss this question. 1 have been gratified to 
see these various propositions on this subject. It 
shows that the attention of Senators from the 
whole country, and from the extremes of the 
country, is being favorably called to this question; 
and I think when it shall have been fairly investi- 
| gated, it will be found that it is a policy of wise 

and serious legislation, and not a mere ‘ bid,” in 
the manner in which the honorable Senator from 

Mississippi has facetiously represented it. I be- 
| lieve it is the true policy of this Government to 
| grant the public lands, in limited quantities, to ac- 
| tual settlers who shall reside on it for some yeara, 
' Tam glad to see the Senator from Texas coming 
| forward and showing a willingness to carry out 
| the same policy which has been carried out in his 
| own State; and | am the more gratified, because 
| he comes from a State not interested, or, if inter- 
_ ested, the interest is in conflict with this policy; 


| ality and independence. 


| offered, for these reasons: In the first place, I did | 


| to suspend the calling up of my resolution till he 


|| showing that nothing but a sense of justice, and 
} , || magnanimity, and a conviction that the policy is 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, it will be rec- || right, could have induced him to bring it forward, 
ollected that at a very early day of this session, || The same remark is true with regard to the hon- 
the distinguished Senator from Michigan [Mr. |; orable Senator from Massachusetts, who brought 


tries. 


ane introduced a resolution, which it was pro- || forward a similar resolution. 


posed to refer to the Committee on Foreign Rela- || My object in rising is to suggest to the honor- 
tions, instructing them to inquire and report on || able Senator from Texas the propriety of allowing 
the expediency of suspending diplomatic relations || his resolution to lie on the table till the resolution 
with Austria, and on that occasion that honorable || of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts shall 
Senator enforced the resolution in an argument of || be called up for action. The honorable Senator 
surpassing power and interest. The grounds upon || from Texas will recollect that the honorable Sene- 
which he recommended the suspension of diplo- || tor from Massachusetts brought in a resolution on 
matic intercourse with Anstria were, the oppres- || this subject a few days ago, in which he proposes, 
sion and barbarity of Austria in her recent war with | by legislation, a plan for granting the public lands 
Hungary. | listened with very great interest and || in limited quantities to actual settlers. That Sena- 
with deep conviction to the speech of the Senator, | tor, at the time, gave notice that at an appropriate 
in which he portrayed these accusations against || time he should call up hie resolution for discus- 
that Power. But I was not prepared, 1 am not|| sion. As the resolution of the honorable Senator 


| yet prepared to think that a suspension of diplo- || from Texas now refers to the same subject, and 


matic intercourse with Austria is the proper form || has the same object in view, | would suggest 
of giving expression to the sentiments which were || whether it may not be well for him to allow his 
expressed by the Senator, and in which | sympa- | resolution to lie over, and come up in connexion 
thized, and in which | doubt not every Senator || with the resolution of’ the honorable Senator from 
sympathized with him. |, Massachusetts. I am told that resolution has been 

It was under these circumstances that I submit- | made the special order for some day not distant. 

ted the resolution to the Senate in which [ ex- || Mr. SEWARD. It has not been made the spe- 
resed this sentiment of the Senate, (as 1 assumed | cial order. He gave notice that he was waitin 
it to be,) and this sentiment of the American peo- | only for the publication of certain papets, an 
ple, in condemnation of the atrocious conduct of || then he would call it up. 
Austria, and of deep and profound sympathy with || Mr. FOOTE. I wish to state to my friend from 
the Hungarian people in their struggles for nation- || [llinois, that in my remark about bids I did not in- 
. | clude him. 

Ihave never called up the resolution which 1! Mr. DOUGLAS. I did not understand it so. 
Mr. FOOTE. I understood the object of the 
not think it became me to press upon the Senate | proposition made by the honorable Senator from 
the consideration the resolution which I had || Lilinois, as I have been consulted, and was pledged 
offered upon this or any other subject. In the | to sustain it. 
second place, | deemed it a matter of resp@ct which || Mr, DOUGLAS. I was fully aware, sir, that 
1 owed to the honorable Senator from Michigaa | my friend, the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr, 
|| Foore,] ‘did not intend to include me in that list, 


' 


, could have an hee to test the sense of the 


| my part, if I had sought to anticipate the action on 


| 
| 
Senate in regard to the resolution which he had | 
submitted; and it would have been indecorous on 
his resolution, especially as | have seen every day || 
during the last week that he was desirous of bring- 


ing it forward at the earliest opportunity. When | 


| and therefore I felt no delicacy in expressing my 


opinion pretty freely upon the subject. It is true, 
sir, that, on an early day of the session, I brought 
in a bill providing for the granting of one hundred 


| and sixty acres of land to the actual settler who 


should reside upon and cultivate a portion of such 
tract for the period of four years in succession. 


nent gentlemen to whom reference has been made. || he does this, | do not wish to embarrass it with That bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 


But, looking at the various propositions which || 
have successively appeared in this body—one from || 
the honorable Senator from the Empire State of || 


mine as an amendment; because, if the majority | 
of the Senate should vote for that resolution, 1t |: 
does not coflict with the one I have offered. If |, 


mittee on Public Lands, and printed. I introduced 
that bill a that it embraced the true princi- 
ple upon which the public lands should be disposed 


New York; one from the distjnguished Senator | they shall disavow it in the form in which it was | of; believing that the justice of it would commend 


from the Bay State; and now this from our young || 
sister Texas—— | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Illinois preceded them all. || 

Mr. MANGUM. .Yes, sir; and one from Illi- || 
nois, always in advance of the rest—it seems to me 
we have obtained a position like that of. a ship’s 
crew when the vessel is about to go down in a 
storm—when they resolve to break up the stores 





and cargo and distribute them among themselves. 
It seems to me that some imagine that those news- 
paper representations must be relied on which pre- 
dict that we are about to break up; and, in ad- 
vance of that event, a spirit of universal spoliation 
seems to be rife inthe land. If the ganic domain 


8 to be given away—and L hope [ may not be 


presented by the honorable Senator from Michi- | 
gan, the preposition which I have offered will be ] 
one which I, shall endeavor to explain in such a || 
manner as I may be able, and which I should hope || 
will commend itself to the Senate upon considera- } 
tion. =~ 
I hope, with this expianation, that the honora- | 
ble Senator from Texas may have his resolution 
dis of in such a manner as may be agreeable 
to him; either that it may lie on the table and 
come up separately, or as an amendment to mine, 
or ag an amendment to the resolution of the honora- 
ble Senator from Massachusetts; and on my own | 
part, after this explanation, | have no desire to 
occupy one moment in defence of my own resolu- 


itself to the approbation of the a of every 
portion of the country; believing that the man who 
goes into the wilderness, and makes the first set- 
tlement, who erects his house, who makes his im- 
provements, who undergoes the privation to which 


| pioneers are subject, is entitled to the preference 


over him who purchases the land merely for pur- 
poses of speculation, and waits for the price to rise 
to make his fortune from those who are to come 
after him. 

I believe, sir, that that is the true principle on 
which the public lands should be disposed of—a 
principle which is of as much importance to the 
South as it is to the North, to one portion of the 
new States as to another—when the recently 
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required territory is to be disposed of; and, sir, I ‘| ator from Massachusetta has introduced a resolu- 


drew that bill with reference to liberality of action 
upon the question, 80 far as foreigners ahd emi- 
grants were concerned; in order that both the 
foreigner and the emigrant should be put upon an 


tion, the general 
| views, although I do not mean by this to commit 
_ myself to the bill. 

what that gentleman has done, I should have been | 


equal footing with citizens of the United States. || 


And when the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. | 
Webster] brought forward a resolution substan- 
tially the same, and containing a similar provision, 
I rejoiced to see it, because it was in al! respects a 
confirmation by him of the correctness of the 
ee invelved; and it showed that when he had 
is attention called to the subject, and had given to 
it the sanction of his powerful intellect and his 
powerful name, those wishing to become actual | 
settlers might hope that something was going to 
be done for them. 
And when the distinguished Senator from Texas | 


rinciples of which meet m 


But, if | had done in my place 


called, in all the Whig papers throughout the coun- | 
try, the greatest of demagogues from Maine to | 
| Texas, (laughter,) and there is not a man on this | 
floor or in those galleries who will deny this fact; | 
yet I will venture to say there is not one Whig | 
paper will denounce the Senator from Massachu- | 


, setts for his measure. 


comes forward in the same way, and makes a || 


similar proposition, it still further increases the | 


hope; and if the honorable Senator from New 

York had only embraced the same principle in his | 
resolution, | should have rejoiced still more in the 
hope of the passage of a bill to accomplish the 
object proposed. 

But, Mr. President, I deeply regret that this is 
not the case in regard to the resolution proposed 
by the Senator from New York; I deeply regret 
that, while he proposes to provide for the foreigner 
who may emigrate to this country, he leaves the 
native born American unprovided for. He thus 
proposes, Mr. President, to elevate the foreigner 
over the native; he proposes to give a “bid” to 
the foreigner over the native American; for when 
the foreigner goes to any State where these public 
lands lie and takes his land, he is to have 1t free 
from all charge, whereas the native American (let 
him be ever so poor, ever so needy) who sits 
down beside him, must pay for his land a sum 
which must go into the public treasury. 1 regret, | 
gir, to see this unjust and odious distinction drawn 
between the native born American and the for- 
eigner coming to this country. IL wish to see 
every foreigner, who comes to make his home 
with us, welcomed in our midst, and put upon an | 
equality with our own citizens; [| wish to see him | 
received with open arms, with generosity, with | 
hospitality. This is what | propose in my bill; 
this is what the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Weesrer] proposed in his’ resolution; this is 
what was proposed in the resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Texas; and | was in hopes that 
this principle of placing the emigrant and the na- 
tive born American upon an equal platform, and 
thus encouraging the settlement of the new States, 
by giving the public lands to the actual settlers 
free of charge, while those who were non-residents 
should pay the usual price for lands fixed by the 
Government of the United States, would become 
the settled policy of the country. 

I hope, as this subject is before the Committee 
on Public Lands, and as the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Wexster] proposes the discussion 
of his resolution on an early day, that the discus- 
sion of the subject may go on upon the resolutions 
proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts and 
the Senator from ‘Texas, while the Committee on 
Public Lands are considering the biil which is 
now before them. 

Mr. CASS. 1 desire to say but a word on this 
subject. 1am glad to witness these preparatory 
discussions, They bring up a great principle—a | 
principle to which Lam highly favorable. Much 
of what the honorable Senator from illinois has 
said, indeed almost all of it, meets my hearty con- | 
currence. [| believe it would Le better for the 
country that those who cultivate the lands should 
be those who hold them. I believe that the time | 
has come, and that this country is now in a situa- 
tion, when it is best to hold out this encouragement, | 
and that is what I call the ‘age of progress,”’ in | 
reply to the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 

hen | saw him come here in 1806, in the meri- 
dian of his life, I did not dream that this age of | 

rogress would come; but I hope it has come now; | 
hope the time has arrived in which the public 


domuin will be held for the benefit of those who || 


wil! become actual settlers. 
However, what | was going to say is this: ! 


Mr. BADGER. 
ration for the enlightenment, benevolence, and hu- 
manity of the present age, and | assure gentle- 
men that I do not rise with the intention of saying 
one word to abate the ardor with which the claims 
of humanity and hospitality are urged upon us; 


I have a very sincere admi- | 


but, being a somewhat plain matter-of-fact man, | | 


wish to call the attention of those gentlemen who 
move these resolutions to give away all the public 


domain belonging to this country, to this inquiry : | 


|| whether, when we contracted the debts which 


were contracted during the late war with Mexico, 
and in connection with it, we did not pledge the 


public lands of the country, or rather the proceeds || 


of the sales of the public lands, as security for the 
reimbursement of those loans? 
would ask how far it is consistent with old-fash- 


+ it ought to be made. 


ioned honesty—however agreeable it may be with | 


the higher claims of hospitality and humanity to 
emigrants, or with the generous disposition to rid 


our own citizens of the dreadful calamity so elo- | 
quently urged and dwelt upon by the honorable 
Senator from ‘Texas [Mr. Houston] of being | 


obliged to work for their daily bread, and to 
obtain it, as it is declared man shall obtain it, b 


| the ‘* sweat of his brow’’—I would ask how far | 


| 


| 
| 


‘| an injustice, whie 


| sympathy, my admiration, my respect. 


it is consistent with the claims of old-fashioned 


honesty, that, after having obtained a loan, after | 
having pledged the public lands as security for | 
the repayment of that loan, we should then turn | 


round and give those lands away without receiv- 


ing any compensation; in other words, that we | 
should dispose of the funds which we have | 


pledged to the public creditor, without obtaining 


anything as a substitute for it that shall be ap- || 
plied to the satisfaction of the debt thus created ? | 
| hope, sir, that at least this is not a part of the | 
spirit of progress to which allusion has been | 
| made—that we are first to pledge our public do- | 
main to reimburse a debt, and then to give away | 


by our action, without the consent of the creditor, 
the very lands which we have already pledged. 


I merely throw out these suggesuons for the | 


consideration of gentiefhen who have made these |) misrepresented the honorable Senator; that this 


propositions, and the committee who take charge 
; : a. 

of this subject. 1 shall be perfectly ready to do 

anythirg that is proper upon the score of human- 

ity and hospitality, and to be very generous in the 

disposition of those lands; but, according to the 

notions which I nave always been in the habit of 


entertaining, we ought to re to the claims of | 


justice and honesty first, and [ do think we have 
no right to give away the public lands until we 


| have paid the debt for which they are pledged. 


ee 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, 1 regret very | 
much the tone of the honorable Senator from Ilh- | 


nois, and that he has thought proper, upon the || 
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revenue for the ordinary expenditures in the Oper. 
ations of the Government. I| have always m 
tained, and | think I always shall maintain j; oe 
it is a great fund, the common property of the 
whole people of the United States, properly to be 
applied to objects of great national improveme 
and advancement; and in this case a proper fund 
for national charity to those whose sufferings coy, 
mend them to our sympathies. But, sir, | hay. 
never intimated, | do not now say, that | have the 
slightest objection to the principle insisted on m 
my respected friend from lilinois, or to the princes. 
ple of his proposition, since it is understood {0 ie 
the same as those of the distinguished Senators 
from Massachusetts and Texas. When these 
propositions come before the house, they shail have 
my cordial support. | only say this, that the duty 
of making an expression of opinion in regard (g 
the struggle for liberty in Europe was the subjec; 
that was under consideration when my Proposiiion 
was submitted; and | intend to go to that lensth 
and no further, and to that extent I shall insist that 
But it is not wise, in my 


| judgment, to connect it with the other Propositions, 


which will also receive my support; so that the 
proposition of the honorable Senator from Tilinois, 


oe Saco || or whoever may be entitled to the paternity of jr, 
nd if we did, 


| shall not be hindered or embarrassed by the prop. 
| osition which | have had the honor to submit, nor 


| which gentlemen are steering. 


shall my resolution be embarrassed by the others 
which they have submitted. 

1 hope I am now understood on the subject. | 
owe it to the Senator from Illinois, whom | claim 
as a friend also, to say to him, under the peculiar 
circumstances which have happened here, but not 
to any other person or for any other person, that 
I had no knowledge when I introduced my resolv. 
tion of the nature of the bill which he had pre. 
viously introduced to the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. I have listened to this discus. 
sion, and have tried to ascertain the course towaris 
The Senator upon 


| my right (Mr. Sewarp] says he considers the ub- 


lic domain of this country as intended to create a 
national charity fund, that should not go into the 
common revenue of the country for the benefit of 


the people at large, but must be disposed of for 


charitable purposes; and that the first object which 
is presented to the American people—aye, to the 
whole world 

Mr. SEWARD. I said a great national fund 
for the purpose of national improvement, and 
among other purposes, for charity to those whose 





| sufferings commend them to our sympathies, 


Mr. DAWSON. I have not misunderstood or 
fund which belongs to this Government is to be 
disposed of for great purposes disconnected with 
the administration of the General Governmen'— 


| for purposes of charity and other things of a like 
_kind—in other words, holding out a premium wo 
all the patriots of foreign lands to come to this 


resent occasion, to raise the question of the com- || 
I 1 


parative merits between native born and foreign || 


citizens, If the question, however, must be raised, | 


I am free to admit that, to the extent which is im- 
plied in the resolution which | have submitted, I 
give the preference to the foreigner and the emi- 
grant, and it is to this extent: The man who is 
expeHed by oppression and tyranny from his own 
land, and in consequence of his efforts to establish 
its nationality and independence, I give him my 
Thus far 
I give the preference to him whose liberties have 


‘land of the oppressed.”? Why, sir, does he not, 
perceive at once that the glorious struggle for |ib- 
erty which is going on in the older countries wil 
cease, and cease by the buying off every patriot 
there who might attempt to revolutionize his Gov- 
ernment, and offering him an inducement to setile 
down here?) Why, sir, we will empty all Europe 
here; every patriot belonging to those nations will 
be collected here in our midst; and why? Merely 
to receive the rewards which we offer them by 


|| thus constituting our public domain into a great 


1 deeper than those things which we see. Who 


national charity fund, Sir, there are principles 


‘| are these gentlemen who are planning all these 


| 


| 


various modes of appropriating the public lands? 
Are they those who are friendly to a strict and 
economical adminigtration of this Government: 


|| Are they those who are favorable to a well-regu- 


been cloven down, who has been deprived of his | 


home, and has sought this land of liberty as an 
asylum. 


Further than this, Mr. President, 1 will | 


not go; and if the Senator from Illinois infers that | 


I have sympathies for men in other lands as men 


in preference to 4 own countrymen, he does me | 
n in due time, when his propo- | 
|| sition comes before the Senate, he will have an 


was never so struck with the value of character as || eee to correct. 
, Sir, have never beer, | am not now, I do-not | 


[ have been with the introduction of this measure. 
Sam Patch said “ some things could be done as | 


know what | may be, but I do not think thatI |) Who paid the soldiery ? 


well as others,” and | suppose it is so; but it can- || ever shall be, in favor of making the revenue aris- | 


lated tariff? Or are they those, Mr. President, 
who desire to create a large national debt, and who 
seek, through the importations of the country,,'° 
raise a revenue to carry on the General Govern 
ment, and expend four public domain in national 
charities to foreigners? Sir, | have asked myself 
this question—whose blood was spilt in obtaining 
these public lands? Whose money went in py 


| ment for the title to them? Who paid the fi 


not be done by everybody. The honorable Sen- || ing from the sale of the public lands a source of || 


‘millions of dollars for the acquisition of the Ter- 


ritories of ‘Texas, New Mexico, and California’ 
Was it these foreigners 
who are invited to come to this land to take the 
proceeds of our blood and our treasure? It is an 
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| which has its foundation in the doctrine of 

lection by popular vote There is the truth of 
the princi le upon which all this goes. 

And, ! 








debt; in other words, you tax your people to raise | 


money to distribute out among foreigners, that come 


|| to this country, and other individuals who are en- 
r. President, | have been struck with the | titled to vote at the ballot box. Thatis the whole 


fact that in every resolution presented here invo- || secret—the meaning of the whole machinery; and ] any part of the public domain or public property, 


king the exercise of the kindliness of our feelings, || yet public opinion is to be started here by various 


| 


our humanity, and our philanthropy—every reso- 
igtion designates no other individual than a voter. 
Women and children are not mentioned. Sir, 
where are the widows and children—those widows 
who lost their protectors in fighting the battles of 
country on 
ereion a been made for them? ‘ ; 
Pi, SEWARD. You will find in the bill which | 





resolutions, and to be influenced by the combined 


| efforts of various gentlemen brought to bear upon 


| 
| 
} 


the public mind at once; and public opinion 
sinks down into perfect calmness and satisfaction, 
and says, “ Lo! this is all right."”. And when 


the plains of Mexico? What || youcome to make your appropriations in Con- 
|| @ress next year, you will find no item of revenue 


arising from public lands—they have all been 


| shall present to the Senate in relation to this || given away. Where, then, are you to obtain 


matter that a provision is made for women and | 
children. ; 

Mr. DAWSON. I am speaking of the reso- | 
ations which are to go before the electors of the | 
country. No, sir, not one of these resolutions | 
suggests any such provision. Sir, is there a heart 


hat does not feel for the sorrows of the lonely |, 


widow, and those of the orphan, made so in the 
defence of our own country, and in fighting our 
own battles? i 

160 or 320 acres of land, and remain upon it for 


} 


| 


means for carrying on the Government and paying 
its expenses? Then comes up the tariff; and we 
are told we must raise money. The tariff comes 
into operation, and after that the great question— 
next to the question of slavery—comes to agitate 
this country. Look at the sources from whence 
these things spring, and see if it is not the part of 
justice caloaines to make some effectual effort 


| to arrest their progress. 


Where can they go and settle on | 


three years as tenants? Whois to transportthem |, 


there? Yet this is a great national charity! Na- 
tional, sir, for foreigners. Natives, and especially 
women and children, have not the least of your 
sympathies ! . : 
There is another character of people in this 
country that gentlemen seem to have a deep and 
abiding affection for, and transplant them from one 
section of this county to another. Sir, where are | 
the free negroes of yourcountry, [laughter,] this | 
trodden down and oppressed race? Is any pro- 
vision made for them? And then the outfageous 
mandate of the Creator of all, that you shall *‘gain | 
our daily bread by the sweat of your brow?” | 
Why is ail this? There is something at the bot- 
tom of it; there is some meaning in it; and I think 
the sagacious and talented Senator from Michigan 


upon manly and generous motives and principles, 
although stigmatized. in the beginning as dema- 
gogism—lI say it stands upon elevated ground when | 
compared with these other propositions. 

These are my views upon that point. 

again, sir, there is another thing at the bottom of | 
this. This is the great machinery of Government, | 
and its operations have a deep and tremendous | 
influence upon the public prosperity of this coug, | 
try, either in sections or in whole. This very dis- 
positiun of the proceeds of the public lands, and 
the manner of making them a great national char- 
ity, finds its position alongside of the protection- 
ists of this country. I have no doubt of it, sir; 
and | meet it in the beginning; and I say that, as | 
honorable men, representing the interests of the 
American people, who founded these institutions, 
and have reared them to their present eminence, | 
they are the first people to be considered. 
is it that has done all this? It is your located, 
permanent citizens, who have discharged those | 
duties from the foundation of the Government to | 
the present day. But the men whose homes are 
fixed upon the spot of their nativity are not re- 
garded. They cannot pick up their all and go to 
a distant country; and, because they cannot do it, | 
they are not on the same equality with the man 
who took up his all in Europe®ind came here. 

A Senator. Perhaps he hadfnothing to bring. 

Mr. DAWSON. And who sh.li not even be 
put to that terrible necessity, in the language of | 
the Senator from. Texas, of “gaining his daily 
bread by the sweat of his brow?” 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will not interrupt the gen- | 
tleman now, but-—— | 

Mr. DAWSON. 1 consider that as one of the | 
happiest hits 1 have heard—I mean it, sir, in a 
Pickwickian sense. (Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. 
Texas we had to 
fornia and New Mexico we have to pay for now. 

ho is to pay for it? Now, sir,in any court of 
equity the property purchased would stand as se- | 
curity for the payment of the debt. But how is it 
how? The property purchased is to be made a 
charity, to be given to those who have never | 
dropped a particle of sweat or spilt one drop of 
blood. They must have it; and the m@h who 
have brought-about, this state of things—the old 
people, the inhabitants, the citizens—must pay the 
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And yet we 
are ‘* bidding” upon the partition of our country 
merely for elevation to office; and forgetting to go 


down to the acts of injustice which have been per- | 
petrated by one section on the other, and endeavor- | 
ing to remove those things and restore harmony | 


and unanimity to the land. We forget all that; 
we disregard it; we trample upon it as we would 


| upon the spark until the flames break out upon us; | 
: ‘ol |, and then you will not have engines properly | 
has stated the truth; and his proposition, founded } 
| 


manned to put out the conflagration which you 


| have kindled. 


I have looked to these things, and I profess to 
be one of the moderate men. No man is more 


| conservative in his views than | am—none more 
And } 


desirous for the perpetuation of the Union in its 


prosperity and glory than 1 am. But yet, sir, | | 


look with sorrow—yes, sir, with deep melancholy, 
upon the present aspect of affairs. 1 see no broad 


patriotism, founded upon national grounds, which | 


can unite us all; | see everything tending to sec- 
tional combinations, that will be productive of in- 


| jury which | fear we cannotevade. _ 
Because the great minds of the 


Why isitall? Be 
country invade the institutions under which we 
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the people of the United States in their capacity as 
a Serpaenaes or federal unien, each holding its 
| own s 


| delegated power, and have no right to dixpose of 


re; and we are sitting here to exercise 


except according to the powers delegated to us by 
the instrument under which we act. 
are told that the revenue from the public domain 
|| shall not go into the public treasury for federal 


And yet we 


purposes, but that it shall be under the control of 
Congress, to be disposed of as they in their judg- 
ment may direct. Lam opposed to these things, 
and, in the language of the gentleman who spoke 
yesterday, at the proper time I shall protest against 
them. I look upon it as the beginning of a course 
which, like many other beginnings, will grow here 
until it becomes insufferable. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President 

Mr. DAWSON. I would say to the chairman 





of the Confinittee on Territories that I spoke of the 


resolutions, and not of his bill. 
read. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


That I have not 


I saw the Senator had not, 


t : 4, 3 _ _ || and his speech would perhaps create a very unfa- 
And does it not strike conviction upon the mind || 


| of every man that these frequent elections, these | 
numerous aspirations for high elevation, are calcu- | 
‘| lated to sap the foundation of our institutions? 
|| Where is the system that is pervading the country 
|| —where is the party that is carrying on any sys- | 
|| tematic course of legislation to cunduct this coun- 
| try on in its prosperity and its ultimate glory. | 
+) There is none, sir; everything is confused; all 13 
|| disorder and tending to disunion, 


vorable impression in regard to my bill, from er- 
rors into which he has fallen from not having read 
it, if permitted to. go to the country uncorrected. 
If the Senator had read my bill he would not have 
made the speech which he has, or at least he would 
not have made two-thirds of it. 

Mr. DAWSON. I stated to the Senator from 
Illinois that | have not read his bill. I have 
ee of the resolutions, therefore, and not of his 

ill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understand that. What I 
was remarking was, that his language—the several 
propositions being so and so—would leave the 
public and the country to infer that the bill was 
liable to the objections which he urges against the 
resolutions of the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp,] although combining these various prop- 
ositions together. 

In the first place, then, the Senator's position, 
that this policy is one solely for the benefit of 
foreigners from Europe and other countries, in- 
stead of American citizens, is not well founded, 
No such proposition is to be found in my bill, or 
in the resolutions of the distinguished Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster,] or from 
Texas, [Mr. Housron.] Each of these proposi- 


jions provides that there shall be granted 160 acres 


of land to the actual settler, whether foreigner or 
native—to the actual settler upon the public lands; 
and that would be including every man in Ameri- 


|| ca, native born, and also every man who shall 


organized our Government, and are seeking | 


merely to float into office upon the current of ex- 


| citement which grows out of the present state of || 


affairs. 
I had no idea that anything could have induced 
me to offer a word upon this subject; but such are 


my feelings and views in connection with the | 


present condition of the country—such are my ap- 
prehensions; and when I look around and com- 
bine everything together, I see, in my humble 


judgment, nothing working well; and I thought L | 


come and make his home in America. 

But the gentleman goes further, and intimates 
that this is intended merely to catch votes, because 
none but voters are provided for, In my bill he 


| will find that provision is made for the widow. 


| 


| 


Mr. DAWSON. I submit to the Senator from 
Illinois, that | have not read his bill, nor spoken 
of it, and yet his whole objections to my remarks 
are founded on that bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understand it precisely, 


|| and will make myself understood to the Senator 


|| from Georgia. 


would, upon this occasion, present the opinions || 


which I entertain upon the subject. And it results 


|| in this: that the foundation of society, the great 


mass of the people, who have been here from the 


| foundation of our Government, and raised their 


families, and settled permanently in the States, are 


to be 7 disregarded. The tax-payers, and | 


i| 
‘| 
1 


the payers for all the purchases made fram the |, 


Indians and from foreign countries are never 
thought of. We have been legislating for the ex- 
tremes and doing nothing for the 
denying the man who is the pillar of his conntry 
the rights which we give to the one who has never 


| poses disconnected with the general administration 
| of the Government—in other words, to create just 


pleases. : 
Now, I call for the power which gives Congress 


oe centre, || 


i} 
| 
| 


| 


President, we will come down. || lifted his finger; and to have it proclaimed here, and | 
y for when she came in; Cali- || boldly too, that out of the number of acres which | 
|| millions cannot calculate—that the fund arising 


|| from thaa land should not go into the treasury for | 


eee van nee 1 eigners—no exclusive privilege to foreigners. We 
e@ public good, bu at it sha u or pur- || 


i] 
| 


such a fund as Congress may dispose of as it |) 


he Senator made a speech not 
founded on the bill, but on the resolution of the 
Senator from New York. In using the words 
‘* various propositions,”? it will be necessarily un- 
derstood that he referred to all the propositions on 
the subject. , 

Mr. DAWSON. Not to your bill, for I have 
not read it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts does provide for the wid- 
ows,and my billalso provides for females; hence 
the objection that the females and widows were 
not provided for, and that theactual American citi- 
zen was not provided for, but that the policy was 
solely for the benefit of foreigners to the exclusion 
of Americans, all falls to the ground, whether he 
refers to my bill or to the resolution of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. | wish this policy to he dis- 
tinctly understood. We propose no bid to far- 


propose a system of policy for the American Gov- 
ernment to adopt, and that system shall be the 
granting of lands to the actual settler who resides 
upon and cultivates the land, no matter where the 
man is born. And this brings me to the argument 
of the Senator from Georgia, so far as he as- 


the right to distribute this fund by way of charity. | sumed that those benefited by this policy would 
To whom does the fund belong? It belongs to t pay no taxes. Why, sir, the American born citi- 

















zen whe goes in under this bill will certainly pay | business now before us be postponed, and that we | 
taxes; and thé foreigner who comes to our shores || take up that resolution. 


and settles on the public lands becomes a tax- || 


payer by that very act, and thus every man of | 
them becomes a tax-payer. This policy, there- 
fore, multiplies the number of tax-payers, and by 
this multiplication relieves the burden of taxation 
on the mass of the citizens. It is the very mode 


by which to increase the revenue, develop the re- || lowing the resolutions of the Senator from 
sources of the country, and fill it with a hardy || gan to be taken up. 


and industrious population. Every man drawn | 


from a foreign country to this, under the provis- || the Senator from Michigan, inquiring intojthe ex- || 
ill becomes a new tax-payer, and || pediency of suspending diplomatic relations with | 


ions of this 





i 


| my friend from 
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Mr. BUTLER. As the Senator from New | 
Jersey, (Mr. Dayton,] who has the floor on the 

bill under consideration on Monday, will not be || 

here until to-morrow, I have no objection to the 

motion, and will ec the opportunity desired by ] 

irginia, (Mr. Honrer,] by al- || 

ichi- || 

| 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that the resolution of || 


thereby contributes to the reduction of the burden || Austria, be now taken up. | 


of taxation on the people. 


IL am equally opposed to the doctrine advanced || the Senator from Virginia to submit a few remarks || 
by the Senator from New York and to that ad- || 
vanced by the Senator from Georgia. The Sena- | 
tor from Georgia wishes. to discriminage against || 


the foreigner, while the Senator from New York | 
in special cases wishes to discriminate in favor of | 
the foreigner. It has been an evil in this country | 
that too much discrimination has been brought up | 
against native and foreign born citizens; and those 

who denounce foreigners are as much liable to the 

criticism of seeking votes themselves by flattering | 
native American prejudices, as are those who | 


| tion of the’ time of the Senate. 


make an invidious discrimination in favor of for- || 


eigners to the charge of seeking the votes of for- | 
eigners. There are two modes of seeking votes | 
on this question. In Philadelphia it is popular to | 
raise the cry against foreigners, and so it is in 


| possible, however, that the Senator from North 


other cities ; and if we are going to talk about | 


demagogism, it is just as easy to raise the cry in 


| he did, in a ** Pickwickian” sense. 


certain sections, and secure popularity thereby, by || 


denouncing foreigners, as in other sections it is by 

praising and flattering foreigners. The true policy | 
1s to do neither, 
an equality with the American citizen, and make | 
no disc. imination for or against either. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask permission of || 


| 
| 


in reply to the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator is anxious to | 
make them now, I will withdraw the motiorr. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I sincerely || 
regret that the resolution which | had the honor of || 
presenting to the Senate, should have been the || 
cause of any remark, or have led to the consump- {| 
But, since it has || 
been introduced, and has been the topic of dis- || 
cussion, I feel it due to the Senate, and I*feel it |) 
due to myself, to explain the resolution, and, so 
far as I can, to show that the honorable Senator 
from Georgia, as well as the honorable Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] have misap- 
prehended the character of that resolution. It is 











Carolina spoke, as the Senator from Georgia said | 


| 
It is understood or alleged that no provision is || 


| made for females in this resolution; that its object |) 


Receive the emigrant settler on || 


And to the Senator from New York I say, I do || 


not think his peculiar case makes an exception to || discussion, have taken part in the agitation of this || 
We have unfortunate men who fought || subject, | might have misunderstood my motives || 


the rule. 


our battles in Mexico, native American born, and || 


entitled to as much favor asthe man who was un- 
fortunate in the cause of liberty in a foreign land; | 
and the man who is unfortunate at home is just 
as much entitled to our sympathy as he who is, 
unfortunate abroad. The policy of the government, | 
then, should be this: to establish a system which 
shall be wise and right, and which shall provide + 
for a proper distribution of the public domain, 
making no discrimination between foreign born 
and native settlers, but placing them all on an 
equality. Then we should have no foreign and | 
native parties—no demagogism on the question. | 
Then we should have the true policy which binds 
all together in the bonds of fraternal affection. 
This 1s the true policy on this question, and I dep- 


And I[ say to the Senator from Georgia, thut if he 
had exumined the principle involved in these reso- 
lutions ‘as reduced to form in the bill now on his 
table, he would not have made the speech which 
he has made, for he would not have had the ma- | 


| 


_ combined to impress on his mind a conviction that 


terial out of which to manufacture it, and there- | 
fore L think, if he will allow me to say so,” he || 


should have examined the bill before the principle 
itself is denounced, because thereby he would have | 
avoided the errors into which he has fallen. 

Mr. DAWSON. The bill was not before the || 
body when | addressed the Senate, and it is not || 
now. When the bill comes up I will give it a 
proper consideration; and [ have only to say to | 


'| presenting, are not disregarded, and if the honor- | 


, home, and to enable them to commence with scanty 


the Senator from Illinois that his speech was made | 


on a proposition not now before the body. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will say to the Senator 
from Georgia that the resolution of the Senator 
from New York, on which his remarks were 
based, is not now under consideration; that the 
propositions of the Senator from Massachusetts 


are not now under consideration; and therefore, if || 
i am out of order in defending the bill against im- | 


| North Carolina, misapprehen 


lation is overflowing and. overridden, they sup- 


plied charges when the bill is not presented here, || 
then he is out of order in preferring those charges || 


on these resolutions, when they are not under con- | 
sideration. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, it appears to | 
me that this debate has commenced in the wrong | 
place. From what has been stated, it should more | 


is to appeal to the voters of the country; and that |) 
it is even below demagogism that such a thing || 
should be introduced. Sir, were it not forthe char- 
acter of the gentlemen who have made proposi- || 
tions, and who, without my knowledge, until this || 


on the subject; but as it now presents itself, | am || 
left to conclude that it is a matter of great delibera- || 
tion and sound policy. Iam satisfied that neither | 
the gentleman who first originated the bill, the || 
Senator from Illinois, the Senator from New York, 

or the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, 
would have concurrently given their attention to a 
subject that so exclusively embraced the principles || 
of demagogism. And, if it had even come from | 
the honorable and distinguished Senator from | 
Michigan himself, | should not have tmputed it |) 
to demagogism, as he might suppose. 1 should || 
have thought he had beer long enough on the | 


i} 





selves and their families. I should have been 
ready to ascribe it to a higher motive than to that 
ofdemagogism. I would have thought that a love 
of country and the generousimpulses of humanity 


it was proper, wise, and just, not only to the indi- 
vidual, but to the country. 
Females, in the resolution I had the honor of 


able Senator from Georgia had given his attention || 
to it, he would have seen that provision was made | 
for those females whose means were limited, per- 
haps, sufficient to take them to a new and forest 


means and laborious beginning. The gentleman | 
from Georgia as well as the gentleman from 

del me, when, in 
speaking of the men in the cities where the popu- 





posed I complained of their having to labor for 
their daily bread. I said that, from the density of | 
the population and the want of means for their | 
as they had to beg for a daily pittance. I 
did not say labor for their daily bread; | have 
been too long accustomed to the hard-handed com- 
munity of the West not to feel that labor is as hon- 
orable as it is useful. We are unaccustomed to 





| sympathize there with other than laborious hands, 


and the velvet fingers are seldom grasped on the 
frontiers of our country, where it has been my lot 
to oe during my life. Labor is honorable, 


properly have been connected with the resolution | and he that earns his living by the sweat of his 


introduced ud, the distinguished Senator from || brow but meets the mandate of Heaven, and de- 
r. 


Michigan, [ 
I wish to submit on that subject, | move that the || 


Cass.) As I have some remarks || serves the commendation of his fellow-man. 


It was to provide increased facilities to the set- 


| the || with the tariff. 
| frontier to have apprehended rightly the condition || 


\, of the people who flocked thither to obtain com- || 
| fortable homes and secure a competency for them- 
recate demagogism on the one side or the other. | 


turbing it. As 
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tlers now in the country, and to those who 
arrive here by a certain period, (the 4th of 
next,) that my resolution was introduced. And 
will it not, I ask the Senator from Georgia, as 


might 
March 
as the Senator from North Carolina, be in 
disposition; would it not be within the power of 
the discreet and industrious Committee on Publi 
Lands to make such provisions as shall be wins, 
beneficial to settlers, and advantageous to the coun. 


try? Sir, if the millions of acres of the public do. 


main were surveyed, and every alternate quarter 
section settled, and each other alternate section re 
served to the Government, the enhancement of ne 
value would more than trebly requite the labor and 
cost, and render them a mine of profit and advan. 
tage to the treasury. I wish not to rob the Govern. 


: ment, but I wish to benefit those who would become 


useful citizens, but who for the want of means 


'| are not able to procure lands; those who are obliged 


to remain in the overburdened population of the 
cities, useless to themselves and to the country 
but who would be glad to get where their ener. 
gies and enterprise could be employed with adyay. 
tage to themselves and benefit to the Governmen; 
Nor is it for the purpose of encouraging foreign. 
ers, beyond those now in the way of emigration 
to this country, that I have proposed this resoly. 
tion. The 4th of March is the limitation I haye 
proposed in regard to foreigners. I have no prejy. 


| dice against them. I am ready to welcome them 


to our shores and on our borders, where their labor 
will procure them a competency, and thus prove 
blessing to them as well as to the country. 

Sir, the Senator from North Carolina and the 
Senator from Georgia have said that these coun- 
tries cost money,and that Yoreigners have not bled 
for the ‘land and territory acquired. I am willing 
to admit that those who have never reached our 


| shores have not*done so, but by giving thema 


location we give them an inducement for their 
fidelity to the institutions of the country. But if 
the gentleman had cast his eyes to the neighbor. 
hood of my desk, he would have discovered an 
individual [Gen. Saietps} who has personally 
sustained your flag at Chapultepec and on the 
plains of Mexico. That, sir, would redeem a 
million of foreigners and give them.a title to our 


, Sympathy. 


My proposition is not to invite the paupers of 
Europe; they come upon us uninvited; but rather 
to provide, if the time shall ever come, that they 
must finally stop, when this proposition shall 
cé&se. Sir, it has no connection with the tariff 
question. I know not how it may be with other 
gentlemen, but my proposition has no connection 

My principles on the tariff are 
well known, my votes well understood, and no 
man in America is more opposed to an onerous 
and oppressive tariff than 1 ena: Since 1824 I 


| have constantly voted against such a tariff. But 
| no one can obtain exactly the tariff that they want. 


As to the circumstances cf Texas costing mo- 
ney, to which Senators have referred, ‘Texas had 
to purchase the boon of admission into the Union. 
What money was paid for Texas ?—I ask honor- 
able gentlemen. She gave her all—her arms, her 
ammunition, her property, her stores, and her na- 
tionality to the Union, and she stood independent 
of'athousand jarring influences to which honorable 


| gentlemen have alluded, and which I will view in 


an appropriate plage; but [ wilt not allude toa 
subject sufficiently disagreeable in itself, when ! 
deem it unnecessary. "But Texas cost no money 
to the Union, and for the consequences which grew 
out of her annexation she is not responsible. 
Though an independent contracting party, she was 
not the principal. Others sought her connection, 
yet when wooed by the nations of the earth, proud 
to guaranty her independence and make it perpet- 
ual on condition that she would not become an- 
nexed, her steps were onward. They were drawn 
by the cords of affection and fraternity, a” 
Greats not humiliated, but firm, she entered this 

nion for the purpose of benefiting and not of dis- 
the co ces, for which she 
is not accountable, which have resulted, she '8 
ready to take her share of them, and to meet man- 
fully the contest whenever it may arise, connected 
with her admission into this Union. : 

Mr. President, | move that the resolutions be 
printed gnd that they lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD.” Will the honorable Senator 
withdraw that motion for a moment, and I will 
renew it? 
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1850. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is with- 
ovr. SEWARD. I ask the indulgence of the 
Senate for one moment, in order that I may reply 
io some of the remarks of my honorable friend 
fom Georgia, who has alluded to the motives 
which may be supposed to operate upon members 
of this body in bringing before it questions of this 
character. And my reply, sir, which will be ex- 
ceedingly brief, is, that 1 am here for_ public 


measures, and not for private ends; and that no || 


imputation which can be made, by even a friend 
whom I esteem and respect as highly as I do the 
honorable Senator from Georgia, shall ever put 
me before this body, or any other, upon a defence 
of myself against aspersions or complaints of this 
ind. 

ys sir, the point in the remarks which I 
made, which elicited the most severe rebuke of my 
fiend from Georgia, was the suggestion that I 
had always been opposed to applying the current 
revenues arising from the public lands to the ordi- 
nary expenses of the Federal Government. And 
the Senator persisted in supposing that I intended 
‘o affirm that they should be applied to no other 
purpose than to constitute a charity fund. 1 will 
illustrate, for the information of+the Senator from 
Georgia and others, what I mean by the applica- 
tion of these revenues to constitute a great national 
fund for the advancement of beneficent national 
purposes. : ; 

The distinguished Senator from Kentucky, 
several years ago, by hia great influence in the 
councils of the nation, secured the distribution 
among the States of this Union of a portion of 
those, with other surplus revenues. I was, at a 
distance, an humble admirer and approver of that 
policy. ‘The result of it in other States I know 
not, but you can testify with me, sir, the result, 
the beneficent result, in the State of New York, 
from which we come. The share that was allotted 
to that State was six millions of de®llars; the sum 
we received was four millions and a half. Every 
dollar of that four millions and a half was devoted 
ten years ago to the foundation of common schools 
and academies, preparatory for higher institutions 
of learning, and to the foundation and endowment 
of libraries for the common people. And, sir, I 
will now stateyto the Senate, and I am proud, on 
behalf of the State of New York, and proud that 
| am here this day tostate, to the praise and honor 
of the distinguished statesman from Kentueky, the 
condition in which the State of New York, the 
people, bond and free—if there were any of,the 
former—native born and foreign, have been brought 
by this great act of national justice—I will not call 
it beneficence. 

Sir, the State of New York numbers three mil- 
lions of people, and, owing to the application of 
this fund, there is not to be found in that State one 
child—either the child of citizen or foreigner—from 
the age of five years to the age of twenty years, 
who ts not educated—educated at the public cost 
and expense. 

Again; sir, at the distance of every mile and a 
half, upon every mail route, railroad, canal, and 
cross road, separated by a distance of only a mile 
and a half from each other, are our school houses, 
as in New England, and th hoolmasjer is at 
home in New York, everyw , and all the time; 
and New York is thas made to imitate the blessetl 
example of Massachusetts and Connecticut. That 
is what has happened in my day and in your day, 
sir; that is what has happened within our experi- 
ence. And, more than that, in every one of these 
school-houses is a public library consisting of two 
hundred and fifty volumes, containing all that is 
interesting in ancient history, in modern science, in 
literature, geography, and every branch of human 
knowledge, open and accessible to every citizen, to 
every man, to every woman, and to every child in 
the State of New York. 

es, sir, this four millions and a half of dollars 
has supplied us with libraries which contain, col- 
lectively,'more than one million of volumes. And, 
sir, more than that, there is scarcely left in the 
State of New York a blind person who has not 
been taught to read his Bible; there is not left a 
deaf mute who has not been taught to give ex- 


pression to his thoughts, and to render praise to 


God and his acknowledgments to the State which 
has brought. him from the condition of seporiaee 
and degradation in which he was placed by birt 
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| or accident of disease. More than that, sir, there 
| that uafortunate class has not been neglected to 
| which reference has been made by my friend from 
| Georgia, who asks me, why not consider the free 
| negro? Sir, the free negro has been considered ; 
| a part of this fund derived from the public land 
| has been appropriated to their advancement, to 
| their improvement, to prepare and qualify them 
| to exercise the rights of self-government, and to 
carry on the great work of the emancipation of 
their race wherever they may be found in bond- 

Yes, sir, there are at this day five thousand 
colored children, children of the African race, 
who are being educated out of this great fund of 
national beneficence. 

And now, sir, what becomes of the reproach in 
which this is called a charity? What would have 
been the disposition of this fund had it been left 
here? Sir, it would have been left to be expended 
as the revenues of this country, too large, too lib- 
eral, Ay have been expended, in improvidence; 
| and it is therefore that I have always claimed that 
they ought to be distributed among the States. 
| Since this Government has renounced all enter- 
prises of internal improvement, and especially all 
works of education and progress, they should 
have been distributed among the States, that they 
might be applied to those works of beneficence 
and humanity. 

And now, sir, during all the time we have en- 





has been no waste of it; there has been no dimi- 
nution of the amount given to us. It is every 
dollar there yet. The four millions and a half of 
| dollars are still in the treasury of the State of New 
| York. And what has been done, has been done 





| joyed this four million and a half of dollars, there | 





only by means of the interest accruing upon the 


wiser to make such a disposition of these funds 
than it would be to es them in encouraging 
prodigality on the part of the Federal Govern- 
ment—in encouraging a spirit of aggression—en- 
couraging this lust of conquest, in which the Mex- 
ican war had its origin, and by which were brought 
into the national domain these seven hundred and 
sixty-three millions of acres, to be added to the 
one thousand million of acres we had before? 

Sir, what has this acquisition brought us? Ac- 
cording to the argument of the learned gentleman 
from Georgia, it has brought us but a Pandora’s 
box of evils, and we are, day after day, enter- 
tained here with the intelligence that the Union 
must be dissolved, or is actually dissolved, and all 
this by reason of our employing the revenue from 
the public land in extending our limits, which are 
already unnecessarily large. Sir, it is because I 
want no more Mexican wars; it is because I do 
not want to encourage this lust of conquest, this 
seizing of the unripened fruit which, if left alone, 
would fall of itself, that lam opposed ‘to swelling 
the revenues of the Federal Government from 
sources like these, and that I claim that the Fed- 
eral Government should be brought down to re- 
sponsibility to the people, and that the people 
shall know what it costs to indulge in wars of 
conquest. 

Sir, the Senator from Georgia and the Senator 
from Illinois agree that there is a peculiar demerit 
in considering the cause of foreigners, as distin- 
guished from the cause of American citizens. 
And my honorable friend from Georgia supposes 
that he found in the proposition which I have 
submitted here—not at all in conflict with that of 
the Senator from Illinois, as 1 have before re- 
marked, or with that of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, or that of the Senator from Texas—a 
peculiarly objectionable feature, because it pro- 
vides dintinedly for foreigners without providing 
for others. ' 

Sir, these remarks—and I am sorry to see th 
ungracious reception which they received, at my 
expense, at the hands of the honorable Senator 
from-Ilinois—oblige me to say, what | would not 
say before, that the way to defeat any humane 


Into competition with it some other object of 
charity which ought to be provided for first. 

Sir, the religion which inculcates the duty of 
charity gives us an admonition against such a 
| means of defeating the ends of charity. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the honorable Senator 


bill was proposed first; and, therefore, that his 
| proposition comes in contact with mine? 
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fund. Will gentlemen tell me, sir, that it is not || 
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Mr. SEWARD. I did not allude to the Sena- 
tor’s bill, The first time Lever heard of it or its 
contents, from a source to which [ could acknow!l- 
edge myself indebted for information, was this 
morning, and on that occasion I rendered to him the 
unreserved homage of my epprobation and grati- 
tude for it; and for this acknowledgment his cen- 
sure upon me, because I have provided for a 
certain class of foreigners, was an unkind and up- 
necessary return. 

Now, | was going to say that the religion which 
inculcates charity above all things, and which even 
excuses every human being for failure in tte per- 


| formance of many duties if he but faithfully dis- 


charge this one, gives also this admonition, that 
we pour ointment upon the heads of the sick and 
afflicted, and not say, with the Pharisee, this oint- 
ment should have been sold and the money given to 
the poor I know of no way of paying any debt of jus- 
tice but to place the object at once before me, and to 
acknowledge when it meets me my obligation 
to discharge it. There can be no excuse for me 
in not paying a creditor, because instead of be- 
ing situated here, he is placed yonder, if | am 
really indebied tohim. There can be no discharge 
of the claim of charity upon me presented by thé 
oppressed and destitute stranger by a relief of the 
wants of those who may be near me;nor is it right 
to say that the wants of those in other lands should 
not be relieved because there are many in my own 
land in destitution. I say, let them all come on, 


| in whatever order they may, and I will, so far as 


I am able, discharge my obligations to the whole. 
Now, if my friend from Georgia supposes that 


| this bill had its origin in a desire to propitiate or 


obtain the aid of aliens or foreigners, | will tell 
him, and the Senator from Illinois also, that they 
have greatly mistaken the nature and character of 
my sentiments and principles with reference to 
those classes of individuals. I am in favor, sir, 


| of the equality of man—of all men—whether they 
| be born in this or any other land. 


I am in favor 
of receiving all classes with open hands, and treat- 
ing them with equal respect—for | consider them all 
as members of one great family, whom it is our duty 
as co-members to assist in every possible manner; 


and, sir, when I have occasion to ask for the votes 
| of Senators for a proposition in favor of foreigners 


or aliens, it will not be exclusively for a measure 


| which is commended to our sympathetic consider- 








roposition, any charitable enterprise, is to bring |, 


allow me to call his attention ‘o the fact that my || 


_ 





| ation because of the sufferings of the people whom 
| it proposes to aid in behalf of liberty in monarch- 
| ical 
| the laws of naturalization, so as to give a vole to 
| any man of “7 

| nently domicile 

| they will find me, and they will find that to that 
| extent these sentiments of humanity, these ex- 
| pressions of our sympathy for our brethren from 
| distant lands, are enjoined upon us, as duties by 


urope, but it will be for an amelioration of 


country on his becoming perma- 
among us. There, sir, is where 


the law of our Maker. It is my purpose, sir, to 
| labor to bring about that equality in the land in 
| which we live, and, so far as may be, in all other 
| lands. 

Acting upon this broad principle, sir, | have no 
| hesitation in saying that there is no distinction in 
my respect or affection towards men of this or any 
ohne land—of a higher or a lower class—of one 
| race or another—of one color or another. I regard 
| them all alike, as respects social distinctions—the 
institutions of Government, or the opinions of so- 





| ciety, not affecting in my mind theirindividual per- 
sonal merit. If the Senator from Georgia really 
feels the sympathy for free negroes which I aim re- 
joiced to hear him proclaim, let him bring in his 
| bill for their relief, and | pledge myself that the 
| first aye in its favor—if none be given before my 
|.name is reached in the alphabet—will be mine. If 
| his sympathies embrace a class whiclt need them 
still more, Jet him bring in his bill for the emanei- 
pation and amelioration of the condition of the 
| slave in any District or Territory, or show me how 
I can vote for it in his own State effectively, and 
my. vote shall be given for it with more gladness 
and joy than it has ever been given upon any oc- 
| casion in my whole life. Sir, neither here nor 
| elsewhere do I admit that any rule of government 
| or form of society authorizes a distinction to Le 
made in our treatment of men; for I hold to the 
sublime sentiment announced in our Declaration 
| of Independence, “that all men were created 
equal;”’ and I can fruly say that my first vote to 
| keep any man ina condition of degradation has 
| yet to be given, and that vote never will be given 
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in this place. I have offered these remarks, Mr. 
President, because I thought it necessary to vin- 
dicate the proposition which | have made to the 
Senate from the assaults which it has met in its in- 
direct appearance before this body on this occa- 
sion; and when that proposition is brought before 
the Senate in its proper form, and the Senate shall 
be ready to give it a due consideration, [ shall take 
pleasure in stating the reasons that have induced 
me to bring it forward. 

Mr. WALKER. It is a matter of gratification 
to me, sir, to see so many distinguished Senators 
ee and expressing their opinions, in 
some form or other, in favor of the general prin- 
ciple of vesting the public lands of the United 
States in actual settlers or occupants. In fact, sir, 
there seems to be some little competition among 
distinguished Senators, as to who shall have pre- 
cedence.in presenting propositions for the action 
of the Senate upon this subject. Propositions 
have been submitted by the Senator from Illinois, 

Mr. Doveras,] the Senater from New York, 
Mr. Sewaarr,} the Senator from Massachusetts, 
Mr. oodaacd 

Mr. Houston; 


All of these gentlemen seem to be zealous in favor 
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the title not for himeelf, but for the speculator. 


upon execution; you thereby enable the land || present session, or, during either session of the p,, 
speculator to acquire title by placing an individ- || Congress, may be ordered by either House of Cor 


ual as claimant upon the land, not for the benefit | : prt 

: ; . || page dditional ¢ ed 
of that individual, or his family, but for his own i no perpen por ct elle: Printing? ero 
aggrandizement, inasmuch as he can pay the ex- || cost of binding shall not exceed the sum of t 


penses of the settlement, while the settler acquires || 
|| Mr. BORLAND. With reference to this resoly- 


Jan 30, 


Present 
| the size of which shall not be lexs than three hendrd #8, and 

the di- 
Provided, Vy 
half cents per volume for the whole nuniber ondered. 7 


But the proposition which | have submitted to || tion, I will merely state that it refers to the bind. 


the Senate is to vest the public lands of the United 


|| States in the States respectively, upon the condi- 


| 


and the Senator from Texas, | 
all of which propositions are | 
zealously supported by the nh came of them. | 

|| papers affecting those transfers, to be made out and 


of the Particular measure which has been intro- | 


duced by each respectively. 
mark, sir, that, either from my peculiar modeaty 


Il was about to re- | 


or from the position. in which my humble seat 18°) 


placed, my relation towards this particular subject | 
I desire to say, | 


appears to have been forgotten. 


} 


and [ think I am justified in stating, that I had the | 
honor of introducing the first proposition upon | 


this subject to the consideration of the Senate. 
The Senate will bear in mind that at a very early 
period of this session, I introduced a proposition 
laying the general foundation for a consideration 
of this question. ‘It was in the form of a memorial 
from the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying the 


General Government to cede the public lands of the | 


Union to the several States, upon the condition 


occupants, who shall pay upon such cession the 
cost of transfer, survey, and registry of title. As 
soon thereafter as I could get an opportunity, | 
ave notice to the Senate that 1 would introduce a 

ill ceding the public lands to the States respectively. 

Sir, | have fulfilled that promise; | have done 
what [ gave notice I should do; and have intro- 
duced a bill, minute and particular in its details, 
making provision for the end | have already in- 
dicated. That bill has been ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands; 
and what | wish to do now is, in view ef the man- 


ner in which my proposition has come before the || 
Senate, to urge upon the Committee on Public |} 


It |} 


Lands a respectful consideration of its objects. 
is not a resolution, sir, making a bid for any sin- 
isier purpose whatever, but a practical proposi- 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| 
that they be distributed among actual settlers or | 


} 

| tion, first, that the Legislatures of the States shall 
provide by law that the land shall be conveyed to 
actual settlers or occupants only in such quantities 
as to the States shall seem proper, not exceeding 
160 acres. And, secondly, that the land shall not 
be transferred or alienated by the individual to 
whom it may be conveyed by the State to any 
other person, who thereby might become the owner 
of more than is contemplated to be granted to any 
individual. 
forever exempt from forced sale or levy upon ex- 
ecution, or the decree of a court of equity. A 
further provision is, that when these stipulations 
shall ve made by the States, the President of the 

United States, when officially notified of it, shall 

cause copies of all the maps, deeds, records, and 


transmitted to the marshal of the State in which 
the land lies, whose duty it shall be to. deliver 
them to the Executive of the State, upon payment 


Government. 


| to whom it is granted for the purposes contem- 
plated by the act. 
Now, if gentlemen are sincere in their profes- 





the country; if they are desirous of contributing 
to the happiness of the great mass of the commu- 


possibility of this transfer by the General Govern- 
ment becoming a source of speculation; if they 
desire that all the benefits which are anticipated 
by them shall result from the transfer of the pub- 
| lic lands to individuals, it occurs to me that it 


their several propositions, and endeavor to make 
such limitations, that the evils I have alluded to 
may be avoided. 

lt may be asked, is it advisable to vest these 


ready from the older States that they are about to 
be robbed of their proportion of the benefit? It 
would appear reasonable, certainly, that the older 
States should be relieved from all further expense 


the lands for its object. 


tion, proposing that by law the public lands may I] Justice to them that the several States in which the 


be vested in the several States, upon the condi- 
tions { have already named. And I must be per- 
mitted to take the liberty, sir, of here saying that 
I cannot agree in the views expressed by the hon- 
orable Senators who have introduced propositions 
relating to this subject, with reference to the de- 
sign of these propositions, and for several reasons. 
They all look, sir, to the vesting of lands in actual 


settlers or occupants, to very nearly the whole | 
extent, without cost; but they have not guard- || 


ed their measures, as | think they should be 
guarded, so as satisfactorily to accomplish the 
great and good end which the Senate ought to 


have in view in adopting measures that affect this || 
Now, sir, under the operation || 
one of the propositions that have been || have enumerated. I have thrown out these obser- || though my remarks shall not extend beyond a 
vations more particularly for the consideration of | few moments, I will say'a few words by way of 

the Committee on Public Lands, iti the hope that, 
in their examination of the various propositions || 


important subject. 
of an 
submitted, might mot an opportunity be afforded 
for one of the most extravagant forms of specu- 
lation that has ever been practiced? Might not 


the measure itself be made a piece of machifery || submitted, they will also deliberate upon the pro- 


} 
| 
| 
i 
i 


| 


lands lie should bear the burden of the expenses 
incurred in their disposition. 
But if the lands thas conveyed to the States were 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


; to be transferred freely, and without the restric- 


tions I have suggested, to individuals, there would 
| soon be a concentration of the lands thus conveyed 
| in the hands of the wealthy, and their general dis- 
tribution would not last five years. If they are 
not made free from forced sales upon execution, 
the improvident or unfortunate man-would soon 
| be landless, would soon be stripped of his portion, 
| and his family be left to suffer. 

| there be a benevolent purpose in view in the minds 
| of the gentlemen who favor this object, they should 
endeavor to guard the measure by ail the limits I 





for effecting the grossest frauds that were ever || priety of making the limitations I have suggested. 


perpetrated? The proposition emanating from 


The question was then taken upon the motion 


the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Wessrer] || to print, and it was agreed to. 


appears to be the furthest from objection. That 


| 


he resolution, under the rule of the Senate, 


Senator has limited the transfer to the individual || lies over for one day. 


to whom the land shall be conveyed to a certain 


extent, but not to the extent which seems to me || 
But take the propositions that || 


to be desirable. 
are before the Senate, barely granting a piece of 
land, 160 or 320 acres, as the State may deem fit, 
to each individual, without restricting him in the 


transfer of it, or exempting it from forced sale || ing of 


} 


PRINTING AND BINDING. 
Mr. BORLAND, as chairman of the Committee 
on Printing, asked the unanimous consent of the 


Senate to introduce a joint resolution for binding 
| the public documents, viz: 


Resolved, §c., That ail Executive Documents, the print- 
additional copies of which have been, during the 


And, thirdly, that the land shall be 


by the person to whom the grant is made of the | 
cost of such transscription and transmission to the || 
Afier this has been done, upon | 
these limitations, the land shall vest in the person | 


sions, if they are desirous of so disposing of this || 
| question as to create a free yeomanry throughout | 


would be well for them to reconsider the terms of 


lands in the States, when we-hear complaints al- | 


in supporting a department having the disposal of | 
It would seem an act of 


! 


| my hand. v0 
| on the coal-fields, mines, and trade of British 


I repeat, then, if 








ing of the Executive documents, and the question 
is now before the House of Representatives. |; 
was brought before the Joint Committee on Print. 
| ing by the chairman of the Committtee on Printing 
|| in the House; and, at a meeting of the joint com, 
|| mittee, it was deemed best to make some genera! 
provision for the binding of the public documents 
| instead of leaving the subject open for occasional 
| special legislation. The ee of bindin 
‘| our public documenta is acknowledged by all, 
1 The committee have ascertained that documents 
|| embracing two or three hundred pages, and up io 
the largest size, may be bound. in this style for 
twelve and a half cents per volume. That is the 
maximum price; it probably ak be done for less. 
| The question is now open, and the House is waj;. 
| ing for the report of the joint committee. It would 
be conducive to economy and convenience if there 
|| were a concurrence of both Houses in some gen. 
|} eral measure. Iask that the resolution be now 
|| adopted. , 
‘|| ‘The resolution was read a second time, consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, reported to 
the Senate, ordered to be read a third time; and, 
| by unanimous consent, was read a third time and 
|| passed. 
|| Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print. 
|| ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
|| memorial of Thomas Crawford, proposing to exe- 
cute an equestrian statue of Washington in bronze, 
reported against printing the same; which was 
concurred in. 


| 
} 
| 











| 
| 


|| Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
nity, making them independent, making them tax- | 


payers, and fitting them to beat their portion of | 
the expenses of Government, and also to-avoid the | 


was referred the report of the Secretary of the In- 
terior in relation, to rejected claims for pensions, 
reported in favof of printing the same; which was 
|| concurred in. 

|| Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
|| was referred the memorial of the Chamber of 
|| Commerce of New York, in favor of the estab- 
lishment of a branch mint in New York, anda 
|| comparative statement of the expenses of collect- 
| ing the revenue for six months of the years 1848 
‘| and 1849 at that port, reported in favor of printing 
|| the same; which was concurred in. 
1 Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
'| was referred the motion to print a bill granting 
|| land to the refugees who took part in support of 
|| the struggles for liberty and independence in Hun- 
‘| gary and other European countries, reported in 
|| favor of printing the same; which was concurredin. 


AMERICAN AND FOREIGN COALS. 





|| Mr. BORLAND also submitted the following 


| resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be and he is 


tled “ The Coal Trade of British America, with Researches 
on the characters and practical values of American and For- 
eign Coals :” Provided, That the cost of said work shall not 
exceed —— a copy. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, in offering 
this resolution, if i in order, [ wish to make a 
few remarks in expamation. The work mentioned 
in the resolution is the one which # now hold in 


hereby directed to purchase for the use of the Senate — 


| copies of Professor Walter R. Johnsou’s recent work, enti- 
| 
| 
} 
| 
1 


It is, as stated in the resolution, a work 


|| America, and also on foreign coals, by Professor 
|| Johnson. The work, sir, is in four parts; and, 


| description. 

| The first part of this work is an account of the 
coal-fields, mines, and the trade of the northéast- 
ern British provinces, embracing results of an ex- 
| tended po igrse: examination of the facts of the 
case. It is from those provinces that by far the 
| larger portion of all the coals imported into the 
| United States now come; and whatever compe- 
| tition there is between American and foreign coals 
| in the American markets may be said to arisé 
| from that quarter. The information on this sub- 
ject is not to be found in any other work. The 
|| facts presented are valuable for all who own oF 


i} 
' 





| manage coal mines; for all to whom the produc- 


tions of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick mines 
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may be attainable; and especially to all who would 
intelligently legislate in relation to the commerce 
in coal and in articles dependent upon it for their 
roduction. = Ly " 

in his capacity of a mining engineer the author 
has given to practical men an account of the situ- 
ation, depth, position of beds, methods of work- 
ing, general management, modes of transportation, 
and commercial rules applied in the provinces, all 
the fruits of his own eer on the ground, 
and of inquiry at original sources. There is no 
compilation, no reliance on mere hearsay. 

The report on American coal, rendered and 
ublished in 1844, was limited to the discussian 
of the questions actually presented by the samples 
of coal brought at its own request before the 
Navy Department. This work contains a thorough 
investigation of the numerous economical ques- 
tions which arise upon the subject of this most 
important mineral. 

The American report contains an account of the 
trial of a few samples of those foreign coals which 
are most commonly found in the American mar- 
ket, and the relative values of which it was deemed 
expedient to have ascertained as guides in the pur- 
chase of coals. 

This American report has gone abroad, has been 
read, studied, copied, abstracted from and trans- 


ferred into English, German, and other journals.* 


It has been made the basis of an extensive series 
of investigations, extending over two and a half 
years, on the coals of England, Wales, Scotland, 
and Ireland. Its path has been followed essen- 
tially in these researches, and its conclusions are 
borne out, in the most satisfactory manner, by the 
results of those labors abroad of which it has been 
the occasion. The second part of Professor J.’s 
present work embraces the first report (the only 
one yet published) of the British commissioners, 
together with remarks and comparative state- 
ments, demonstrating the relations of the numer- 
ous varieties of coals tested here to similar kinds 
of coals tried. on the other side of the Atlantic, it 
being now in our power to make known the re- 
sults of the labors of others, which are proved to 
have importarit bearings on our own mineral treas- 
ures, their character, their relative advantages as 
to position, and manner of exploration. 

he third division of the work embodies a 
series of researches on the character of coal, as 
variously illustrated by experiments of the author 
on those of America and Europe—proving the 
general laws which prevail in respect to its forms, 
density, and other physical properties which dis- 
tinguish it as a mineral body. A partof these 
valuable remarks have been communicated to sci- 
entific socities, and others published in scientific 
journals of limited circulation. They are the fruit 
of laborious inquiries and extensive journeys of 
exploration, and are here brought together and 
condensed into a form to be easily made useful. 
Some of the original publications containing the 
papers from which they are selected are enurely 
out of print. 

The last division of the book contains some re- 
cent investigations and numerous chemical analy- 
ses of coals from various parts of the United 
States and foreign countries; the coals of North 
Carolina, Virginia, Western Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Illinois, and Arkansas, being among the 
number. These chemical anglyses are indicative 
of important principles prevA@ing in these coals, 
which may, and I hope will, be the basis of future 
research and experiment, under the auspices of 
the Government. 

Mr. President, I think that the offering of this 
resolution is very appropriate, directly after the 
discussion we have had here this morning upon 
the public lands; the propositions that we have 
heard having reference to the disposition of the 
public lands, and most of them being to give away 
the public domain without any return. 

The proposition | now make, sir, is to put the 
Senate an 
way of obtaining possession of very valuable in- 
formation respecting the public lands. In this 
work will be found important information in re- 
gard to the value of those public lands, and the 
great mineral treasures of coal which they contain. 

The &tyle in which the work is got up is hke 
that of the specimen which I now exhibit. It is 
& small volume, but contains matter of the most 
valuable kind. The matter is not derived from 
conjecture, but is the result of his own experi- 





| the result anc 
| and those made under the authority alike of this | 
_Government and that of the British Government. 
| [think it is a subject important to the interest of 
| every portion of this country, and in a very pecu- 
_liar manner to the interests of very many of the 
States of this Union. The proposition is to au- 
| thorize the Secretary of the Senate to purchase a 
| sufficient number of copies for the use of the 
| Senate. 
| move, sir, that the resolution be referred to the 
, Committee on Public Lands, with the accompany- 

ing specimens of books. The number of copies, | 


| is to be sold. 


the country, as far as | can, in the- 
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ments, as well as of long and laborious experi- | acter, great sagacity, 
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strict integrity, prudence, 


ment, not only in this country but in Europe, and | and judgment. Seldom engaging in an enterprise 


comparison of private experiments 


I have left the number blank, and I now 


&c., may be determined by the committee. 
Mr. COOPER. 


cimens of coal, produced in various parts of this 
country, with thefr comparative merits as a fuel. 


I think, therefore, that the Senate would derive || 
| important information from the book; and I hope 


that the proposition will be favorably received by 
the Senate. 
currence in the views expressed by the honorable 
Senator from Arkansas, {[Mr. BorLanp.] 


The resolution was referred to the Committee || 


on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. FOOTE, the Senate proceeded | 
to the consideration of Executive business, and | 


after some time’ so spent, the doors were re- 
opened, and— 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 31, 1850. 


The House met at 12 o’clock. The Journal of | 


yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said the mem- | 


bers of the House were charged with a great deal 
of business to transact with the various Depart- 


ments for their constituents. With the view, there- | 
fore, to enable them to do so, and to enable the | 


committees to attend to the press of business be- 
fore them, he moved that when the House adjourns, 
it be ull Monday next. 


A demand was made for the yeas and nays on | 


this motion; which were ordered, when 


suggestion of 


r. WOOD, whe rose and submitted to the || 


House the following remarks: 

Mr. Speaker: | rise to 
duty of announcing to this 
of its members, my immediate predecessor on this 
floor. 


The Hon. Rupo.tenvs Dickinson, a Represent- 
ative from the Sixth Congressional District of the | 
State of Ohiq@ departed this life, in this city, on | 


the 20th day of March last. 
Mr. Dickinson was born at Whately, Massa- 


chusetis, on the eighth day of December, 1789. | 


He graduated at Williamstown College, and soon | 
|| for the same purpose ; which were referred to the Commit- 


after emigrated to the State of Ohio, where he es- 
tablished himself in the practice of law, at Lower 


Sandusky, now Fremont; which continued to be | atens. 


the place of his residence until the period of his 
decease. 
sion and other pursuits in which he engaged, he 
acquired a competent estate. For several years 
he was a member of the Board of Public Works 


of Ohio, and in 1846 was elected by the people of | 
his Congressional District to represent them in | 
this branch of the National Legislature, in which || 
he served through the last Congress, and was re- | 


elected, at the time of his death, to the present. 
My relations with the deceased were of the 

most intimate and friendly character. I knew him 

long, and well. In the discharge of official duty, 


in business transactions, and in all the relations of 


life, he waa distinguished for his energy of char- 


I rise, sir, only to state that I 

_ have examined the work of Professor Johnson, 
| and find that it contains a great deal of very valu- 
|| able information upon the subject of coal.’ In it, 
| as has been stated by the honorable Senator from | 
| Arkansas, [Mr. Boranp,] the various coal re- || 
| gions of the British North American provinces not 
| only are treated of, but also the coal has been an- 
| alyzed with respect to its quality; and he has as- | 
| certained the cost of mining and. transportation 
from the various parts of the United States, and | 
| from England to the British provinces, where it | 
He has also examined various spe- | 





1 simply rose to express my con- | 





By the successful! practice of his profes- | 











| without a careful examination of all its details, he 


was enabled to foresee its results, and was conse- 
— eminently successful in whatever he un- 
ertook. — . 

In the midst of his honors,—with his faculties 
et strong anid unimpaired,—in the prime of life, 
e hea been taken from among us, and has gone 

to that bourn from whence there is no return, 
and where neither the voice of censure nor ap- 
plause can reach him in his last dreamless repose. 

As a husband and father he possesed in an emi- 

nent degree those bright and shining qualities 
which distinguish men in their private and social 
relations of life. Inthe year 1827 the deceased 
was united in marriage to Miss Margarette Beau- 
grand, of Lower Sandusky, the daughter of a 


| highly respectable French gentleman, whe settled 
| there several.years previous to the extinction of 
| the Indian title in that country. 


Fortunate in his 
domestic as in his social relations, his home was 


| the favored abode of happiness and peace. 


No effort of mine, and no eulogy that I can pro- 
nounce upon this floor, will fill the void in the 
widowed heart of the affectionate wife and devoted 
mother, or cause the smile of joy and gladness to 
brighten the faces of his orphan children; | must 
commend them to a higher source for consolation 


|| in their bereavement. 


Mav He who * tempers the wind to the shorn 
lamb” extend his providential care to those who 


| are thus deprived of their protector and friend. 


Let us whosurvive profit by the example which 
has been furnished us, of the uncertainty of life, 
and of the necessity of always being prepared for 
its close. 

Mr. Speaker, as a mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, | offer for adoption the fol- 


| lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That the House have heard with deep and un- 


| feigned regret of the death, in this city, of the Hon. Rupot- 
|| pavus Dickinson, & member of the last Congress, and 


member elect to the present Congress from the sixth Con- 
gre=sional district of Ohio. 
Resolved, As a testimony of respect for the memory of the 


| deceased, the officers and members of this House will wear 


the usual badge of mourning on the left arm for thirty days. 
Resolved, That the Clerk torward to the family of the de- 
ceased a cone of these proceedings. 
Resolved, That the House, as a further mark of respect 
for the memory of the deceased, will now adjourn. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
And the House adjourned, accordingly, till to- 


| morrow, at twelve o’clock. 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented under 


| the rule, and appropriately referred: 


By Mr. PHCENIX: The petition of Edmund Dexter for 
cancellation of transportation bond. 
By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial and 


|| proceedings of a public meeting of officers and soldiers 


Mr. STANTON withdrew his motion, at the 


of the late war with Great Britain, held at Richmond, Mad- 
ison county, Kentucky, praying bounty lands for all those 
who served in that war. 

Also, the memorial of Saul Pike, and seventy-five other 


| citizens of Maysville, Kentucky, asking the reduction ofthe 


erform the mournful |) 


ouse the death of one || ™t 


rates of postage to two cents for every haif ounce of prepaid 


Also, certain additional papers in the case of the applica- 


| 
| tion of the heira of Colonel Holt Rideson, for remuneration 
|| for the revolutionary services of their ancestors. 


Also, the memorial and proceedings of a public meeting 
of the old soldiers of the war of 1812. at which General 
Thomas Metcalie presided, held at Frankfort, Kentucky, 


| asking for the passage of a law granting bounty lands to the 
| officers and soldiérs who served in the late war with Eng- 
| land in the year 18 


By Mr. OCEVECAND: The petition of H N. Gates 


| and others, for a uniform rate of postage of two cents, and 


the petition of David N. Coburn and twenty-four others, 


tee on the Po-t Office and Post Roads. ; 
Also, the petition of Prudence Doun, for French spoli- 
Referred to the Cormmittee on Commerce. 
By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William Dickey, of 
Lawrence county, Pennsy!vania, praying Conuress to abnl- 
ish stavery and the slave trade in the Di-triet of Columbia. 


| Referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. PHELPS gave notice on Wednesday last that on to- 
morrow he would ask leave to introduce bills with the fol- 
lowing tithes : 

A bill authorizing the courts of the United States to adopt 
the practice of the State courts in civil cases. 

A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right of way 


and adonation of public lands for making a railroad trom 
! Lexington, on the Missouri river, to Ohio city, at the inouth 
|| of the Obio rivet in said State. 


A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right of way 
and adonation of public lands for making a railroad froiw 
Independence to Forsyth in said State. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuunspay, January 31, 1850. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, made ip reply to a resolution of 
the 7th instant, requesting all the official corre- 
spondence since the 4th March last between the 
Government @nd its military authorities at Santa 
Fé, or with the authorities of the State of Texas, 
relating to the boundary, &c. 

The message and accompanying documents 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Department of War, 
made agreeably to law, showing the names: and 
salaries of all persoris emgloyed in the several 
branches of the War Department; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee*bn Printing. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. PEARCE presented a petition of citizens 
of Frostburg, Maryland, urging a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLARKE presented two petitions from 
citizens of Rhode Island, asking-a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
F. W. Jobson, asking compensation for his servi- 
ces in carrying the mail; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post O/fice and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES presented a memorial of citizens of 
lowa, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Bloomington, in that State, to Prairie du 
Chien, in Wisconsin. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of the same State, 
asking the establishment of a mail route from Sab- 
ula to Cascade; which several memorials were re- 
ferred to the Committe on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Arkanses, asking the establishment of a 
mail route from Rockport to Murfreesborough, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memortal of citi- 
zens of the United States residing in the valley of 
the northwestern lakes, asking the adoption of 
measures for acquiring the right to the navigation 
of the river St. Lawrence, ard setting forth that the 
advantages of this navigation are altogether too 
numerous to present in a petition, and that no 
public measure could be devised that would so in- 
vigorate business, give confidence and energy to 
both agriculture and commerce, enhance the value 
of property and labor, and increase the productions 
of the country, as that herein suggested. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


_Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to in- 
form the Senate what length of time was occupied in the 
transportation’ of the mail between New York and New 
Orleans on each trip either way during the year 1849, and 
how many failures on the said route occurred during the 
said year. 

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law a sal- 


ary for the collector of the customs for the port and district 
of Middletown, Connecticut. 


Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, on the 
usual emigrant line from the. Missouri river to the South 
Pass of the Roeky Mountains, a sufficient movable military 
foree to protect all emigrants to Oregon and California. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph P. Williams, reported back the 
same with an amendment, accompanied by a re- 
port in writing; which were ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill in relation to donations of land to 
certain persons in the State of Arkansas, reported 


back the same with an d 3 whi . 
dered vo bs drtated. amendment; which was or 











Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Charles Byrne, praying 
interest on money paid to the United States for 


| land to which the Government could give him no 


title, submitted an adverse report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 
referred the several petitions of registers and re- 


| ceivers of the land offices, asking additional com- 


pensation for the entries of military bounty land 
warrants, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same, a bill having already 
been reported; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Committee 
on Commerce, to which were referred the resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Michigan in relation 


| to the construction of a ship-canal around the 


Falls of Niagara, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr, RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
petition of Nathaniel Kuykendall, reported a bill 
for his relief. 

The bill having been read first time— 

Mr. RUSK. [I hope it will not be considered 
intrusive to the Senate to ask that the bill be taken 
up and acted upon at the present time. The bill 
has been reported three times unanimously to the 
Senate, by the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post roads, and it has passed the Senate three | 


times, but has been Jost in the other House. It 


| is a clear case and a just claim, and | hope the 


unanimous consent of the Senate will be given to 
take it up now. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and reported to the Senate. 

The question was then stated, Shall it be ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading? 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to make an explanation, 
which is simply this. 


separate routes. There was only one continuous 
line, however, and they were let out by the Post- 


| master General on a contract to have the mail car- 


ried in two-horse post-coaches. “The three routes 
were let out separately, and this individual be- 


came the contractor for one route on this continue || 


ous line, agreeing to carry the mail in a two-horse 
post-coach at two thousand dollars per annum, 


to increase to four-horse post-coaches. On the 
ends of the line, his route being in the middle, 


the contract was accepted for carrying the mail in | 


four-horse coaches. In addition to carrying the 


| mail, this individual contracted to carry passen- 


gers coming on the route; but it was found im- 
possible to carry in the two-horse coaches the 
a brought on the other routes in four- 

orse coaches. ‘Then, in consequence of repre- 
sentations made to him, and seeing that he could 
not carry it on, he increased his team to four 
horses, and came on here to the Department to 
report that he had done so. He was told that the 
Department would take it into consideration, but 
they never did, and he was not informed that the 
whole amount would not be allowed. After the 
expiration of his contract, the whole line was let 
out to a contractor having four-horse post-coaches. 
The committee have added, not wat he claimed, 
and what he showed he might be possibly entitled 
to under his contract, but what the bid was for 
the succeeding service, when it was carried by 
four horses on the same line. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 


RECAPTURE OF FUGITIVE SLAVES, 


Mr. MASON. I have in my hand a paper 
which is drawn with very great care by a gentle- 
man known to be a lawyer of much eminence, 
which paper, it has been suggested, should be 
offered as a substitute for the bill before the Sen- 
ate in relation to the recapture of fugitive slaves. 
1 have submitted it to the Senator at the head of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and, as I believe 
it to be a better bill than the one before the Senate, 


On the mail route from a | 
| point in Virginia to Parkersburg there are three 


’ 








| 


and will remove many objections made by gentle- | 


men from the northern States, | ask that it may 
be laid on the table and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 








. 
Jan, $1, 
The amendment is as follows: — 


ve ites out all after the enacting clause, and insert the fo. 
That, for the purpose of enabling the citizens ot on 
or Territory to reclaim fugitives from service or labor 
have already or may hereafter escape into some Other ar 
or Territory of the United States, as provided for hy 
third clause of the second section of the fourth artiel. th 
Constitution of the United States, itis hereby made the" 
of the judges of the several district courts of the Un v= 
States, and of the judges of the superior courts of tye or aad 
ized Territories, as soon as may be convenient after th, 
passage of this act, to appoint, in the exercise of a sot - 
discretion, from among the several persons who may fo me 
time being hold office under the Government of the U, ~ 
States, any nuinber of commissioners, not execeding _ . 
in each county within their respective Districts and Te, ite? 
ries of the United States, and to cause such appointie > 
to be made out and certified, under their hands ang tie ae 
of their respective courts, authorizing aud rec ; 
commissioners to administer all necessary oaths, 10 examine 
witnesses, and to hear and determine all cases arising jaa, 
the said clause of the Constitution aud the provisions o: thi 
act, concurrent with the jurisdiction hereby couferred om 
the judges of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States, in their respective circuits and districts within th 
several States, and upon the judges Of the superior eoyits ,» 
the Territories, severally and collectively, in term time and 
vacation; and to grant certificates 10 such claimants, Upon 


© State 


als 


1Ulring Such 


satisfactory proof being made, with authority to take aud 
. 


remove such fugitives from service or labor, under the ro 
strictions herein contained, to the’ State or Territory from 
which such persons may have escaped or fled. . 

Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
all marshals and deputy marshals to obey and execute )) 
warrants and precepts issued under the provisions of this 
act, within their respective districts, when to them directed: 
and the better to enable the said commissioners, when thy. 
appointed, to execute their duty faithfully and efficientiy, \y 
conformity with the requirements of the Constitution of the 
United States and of this act, they are -hereby authorizes 
and empowered, within their counties respectively, to ap. 
point, in writing under their hands, any one or move suitadie 


| persons, from time to time, to execute all such warrants ay 


other process as may be issued by them in the lawful per. 
formance of their respective duties ; with authority to sue) 


| coimissioners, or the persons to be appointed by them, tw 


execute process as aforesaid, to summon and call to their 


| aid the bystanders, or posse comitatus of the proper county, 


when necessary to ensure a faithful observance of the clause 
ol the Constitution referred to, in conformity with the pro- 
visions of this act; and all good citizens are hereby com- 


| manded to aid and assist in the prompt and efficient exeev- 


tion of this law, whenever their services May be required as 
aforesaid for that purpose. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That, when a person held to 
service or labor in any State or Territory of the United States, 
under the laws of such State or Territorys has hereto(ore or 
shall hereafter escape into another State or Territory of te 
United States, the person or persons to whom such ser- 
vice or Jabor may be due, or his, her, or their agent or attor- 
ney, duly authorized, by power of attorney, in writing ac- 
knowledged and certified, under the seal of some legal officer 


| or court of the State or Territory, in which the same may be 
| est die privilege in the contract, on the part of || executed, may pursue and reclaim stich fugitive person either 


| the Postmaster General, if more speed was needed, 


by procuring a warrant from some one of the courts, judges, 
or commissioners aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district, or 
county for the apprehension of such fugitive from service or 
labor, or by seizing and arresting such fugitive, where the 
same can be done without process, and by taking, or causing 
such person to be taken, forthwith before such court, judge, 
or commissioner, whose duty it shall be to hear and determine 
the case of such claimant in a summary manner ; and upon 
satisfactory proof being made, by deposition or affidavit, in 
writing, to be taken and certified by some such court, or cow- 
missioner, or by other satistactory testimony, duly taken and 
certified by some court, magistrate, justice of the peace, or 
other legal officer authorized to administer an oath and take 
depositions under the laws of the State or Territory from 
which such person owing service or labor may have es- 
caped, with a certificate of such magistracy or other author- 
ity, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper court or officer 
thereto attached, and with proof, also by affidavit, of the 
identity of the person whose service or labor is claimed to 
be due as aforesaid, that the person so arrested does in fact 
owe service or labor to the person or persons claiming him 
or her, in the State or Territory from which such fugitive 
may have escaped as aforesaid, and that said person escaped 
into the State or ‘Territory in which he or she was arrested, 
to make out and deliver to such claimant, bis or her agent 
or attorney, a certifi setting forth the substantial facts as 
to the service or labor due from such fugitive to the claim- 
ant, and of his or her escape from the State or Territory \0 
which such service or labor was due to the State or Tern 
tory in which he or she was arrested, with authority 
such claimant, or his or her agent or attorney, to use such 
reasonable force and restraint as may be necessary, under 
the circumstances of the case, to take and remove soch 
fugitive person back to the State or Territory from whence 
he or she may have escaped as aforesaid. In no trial ot 
hearing under this act shall the testimony of such alleged 
fugitive be admitted in evidence; and the certificates th thls 
and the first section mentioned shall be conclusive of the 
right of the person or persons in whose favor granted to 
move such fugitive to the State or Territory from whieli be 
eseaped, and shall prevent all molestation of said person °° 
persons by any court, judge, magistrate, or other person 
whomsoever, ‘ 

See. 4. Be it further enacted, That any person who shall 
knowingly and willingly obstruct, binder, or prevent such 
claimant, his agent or attorney, or any person or person 
lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting such & 
fugitive from service or labor, either with or without a, 
as aforesaid; or shall rescue, or attempt to rescuc, om 
fugitive from service or labor, from the custody of sue 
claimant, his or het t or attorney, or other person oF 
persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested, 
pursuant to the authority herein given and declared ; ° 


‘shall aid, abet, or assist such person se owing servie® ° 
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Jabor as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to eseape from sueh 
raimaot, his agent or attorney, or other person or persons | 
. aity authorized as aforesaid ; or shat! harbor or conceal | 
a jugitive, so as to prevent the discovery and arrest of | 


such person, after notice or knowledge of the fact that such | 


son was @ fugitive from service or labor as aforesaid, | 
rnail, for either of said offeuces, be subject to a fine not ex- 
seding five handred dollars, and imprisonment not exceed- | 
me six months, by indictment and conviction betore the 
district. court of the United States for the distriet in which 
such offence may have been committed, or before the proper 
court of eriminal jurisdiction, if committed within any one | 
of the organized Territories of the United States ; and shall 
moreover forfeit and pay, by way of civil damages to the 

rty injured by such illegal conduct, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, to be recovered, by action of debt, in any of 
the district or territorial courts aforesaid, within whose ju- 
risdiction the said offence may have been committed. Bi 

gec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the “marshals, their 
depuiirs, and the clerks of the said district and territorial 
courts, shall be paid for their services the like fees as may | 
pe allowed to them for similar services in other cases; and 
where such services are rendered exclusively in the arrest, | 
custody, aad delivery of the fugitive to the claimant, bis or | 
her agent or attorney, or where such sepposed fugitive may | 
be discharged out of custody for the want of sufficient proof | 





gs aforesaid, then such fees are to be paid in the whole by || 


such claimant, his agent or attorney ; and in all cases where 
the proceedings are before a commissioner, he shall be enti- | 
ted toa fee of ten dollars in fall for his services in each | 


case, upon the delivery of the said certificate to the elaim- | 


ant, his or her agent or attorney; or a fee of five dollars in 
cases where the proof shall not, in the opinion of such com- 
missioner, warrant such certificate and delivery, inclusive 
of all service¢ineident to such arrest and examination, to be | 
paid, in either case, by the claimant, his or her agent or at- 
torney. The person or persons authorized to execute the 
process to be issued by such commissioners for the arrest 
and detention of fugitives from service or labor as aforesaid, 
shall also be entitled toa fee of five dollars each for each 
person he or they may arrest and take before any such com | 
missioner as aforesaid, at the instance and request of sucl™ 
claimant, with such other fees as may be deemed reasona- 
ble by such commissioners for such other additional services 
as may be necessarily performed by him or them; such as 
attending at the examination, keeping the fugitive in custo- | 
dy, and providing him with food and lodging during his de- | 
tention, and until the final determination of such commis- 
sioner; and in general for performing such other duties as 
may be required by such claimant, his or her attorney or 
agent, Or commissioner in the premises; such fees to be 
made. up in conformity with the fees usually charged by the 
officers of the courts of justice within the proper district or 
county, as near as may be practicable, and paid by such 
claimants, their agents or attorneys, whether such supposed | 
fugitives from service or labor be ordered to be delivered to 
such claimants by the final determination of such commis- 
sioners or not. This act to take effect from the first day of 
June next. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN ARKANSAS. 


Mr. BORLAND. If it be in order, I will ask 
the Senate to take up Senate bill number 18. It | 
isa bill which passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, and failed in the other House, for want of 
time for its consideration. It is a bill which will 
require no discussion, and if it produces any, I 
will withdraw it. It is Senate bill number 18, a 
bill to divide the State of Arkansas into two 
jedicial districts. . 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up, 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. BORLAND. I deem it necessary to state | 

| 





that this bill was reported some three or four ses- 
sions ago, but a vote was not taken directly upon 
ituntil the first session of the last Congress. It 
was then passed with the exception of the fourth 


section, which provides for the appointment of a | 


district attorney and a marshal for the new dis- 
trict. That section was stricken out by the 
Senate, and the bill was passed with only three 
sections. At this session, the original bill was 
introduced, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and they have reported the bill with the 
fourth section added. 

The grounds on which the bill was introduced 
Were, in the first place, that the arrangement pro- 
posed would be more economical to the Govern- 
ment than the present; and second, that it will be 
& great convenience to the State of Arkansas, and 
facilitate the punishment of crime, as most of 
the criminal cases which come before the district 
courtin Arkansas originate in the Indian country, 
which is within the jurisdiction of that court. 
This bill provides that one session of the court 
shall be held at Little Rock and another at Van 
Buren, on the western frontier, by which means | 
great facilities will be afforded for bringing criminals | 
to justice, for summoning of witnesses by which. | 
the crime can be established and punishment 
awarded, and be a saving in the e of carry- 
ing criminals, or those charged with crime, fro 
the Indian country to the centre of the State, a | 
Process which now entails'a very heavy expense, | 
& greater expense, it 1s believed, than the remain- | 
ing business of the court. This wili be saved to | 
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| the Government by this new district, requiring a | 
| court to be holdén on the western frontier. he | 
| bill has received the careful examination of the | 
| committee at several sessions, and is now reported | 
| without amendment. I ask that it may how be 
| put upen its psssage. - 

| _ The bill was reported to the Senate and the ques- 


| Mr. BORLAND. | wish simply to remark | 
further, that the bill does not anne for the ap- 
, pointment of an additional judge. The same judge 

| will hold both courts. | 

Mr. BERRIEN. I was not aware that the bill | 
had been reported, and | perceive the chairman of 


; the committee is not now in his seat, and that twoor || 


| three other members of the committee are absent. 

| L would suggest, therefore, to the honorable Sen- 

| ator from Arkansas, the propriety of allowing the 
bill to lie over till the chairman is present. 

| Mr. BORLAND. I would remark that the 

| member of the Judiciary Committee who reported 


} 


| this bill is now in his seat, and | suppose he is 


| prepared to give any explanation that may . be 
desired. 
Mr. BERRIEN. I should like to hear some 
| further explanation. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, | know but 
little of the merits of this bill, except what has 
fallen from the honorable Senator from Arkansas. 
It seems to me a question of doubtful propriety 
| whether this bill should be passed by the Senate. 
| Lunderstand that the object is merely to provide 
/an additional district court in that Statepand that 
| it makes no provision for an additional judge or an 
additional marshal. 
Mr. BORLAND, (in his seat.) That is all. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator assents to what 


|| I understand to be the chief object of the bill. 


It seems to me that the proper method to be 


| remedy the evils which the honorable Senator 
from Arkansas would remedy, would be by pass- | 

ing a bill to establish a district court at the place 

' he has named, and not by passing a bill to create 

| a new district; because, to my mind, it is clear and 


| now, you very shortly will have that State com- | 
| ing upon you, to a moral certainty, with an ap- 
plication for another judge and another marshal. 
Now, sir, the question arises as to whether the | 
| judicial matters to be decided by a district court in 
| Arkansas are of that extent,,whether the business | 
coming before such a court for its adjudication is | 
of sufficient importance, either in its kind or its | 
amount, to justify the division of that State into 
two judicial districts. I have not examined this 
matter very carefully, but, judging from what ap- 
pears on its surface, 1 am inclined to think that | 
there are but few States in the Union in which | 
additional districts are not required in a degree 
much greater than this State. 
| Now, it would seem to me that if all that the 


court at this point, a bill might be introduced 
making that provision without the division of the 





cannot consent to go for a division of the State, 
which will render it necessary to appoint another 
judge, another marshal, and other officers through- 
out, in a very short period. 

| Mr. BORLAND. As I stated, Mr. President, 
| when I rose, that, if it should lead to any discus- 
| 





sion, | would not press the consideration of this 

bill at this time, I will therefore allow it to be 

d over informally, and [ will answer the ob- 

| jections urged by the Senator from Maine when 

| the bill again comes up for the consideration of 

| the Senate. I therefore ask leave to withdraw the 
; motion for the present. : 


Mr. BADGER. Before the motion is with- 


| drawn, I wish to state that personally I have no ob- 
| jection to the bill in either of the forms in which 
| it has been spoken of. If there is such an accu- 
_mulation of business, or if the inconveniences in 
| other res 

lishing of new locations for holding these courts, 
_ I would be perfectly willing to vote for their estab- 


| lishment; or if, from the whole facts of the case, | 


| it should appea®necessasy to create a new district, 
| I sould have no objection to vote for a bill estab- 
lishing an additional district. 

But I wish to call the attention of the two hon- 





| tion was on its engrossment for a third reading. | 


pursued in endeavoring to reach this case, and to || 


obvious that when you have divided that State, || 


and created an additional district, if you have not ! 


ts are so great as to require the estab- | 








orable Senators from Arkansas, and the gentlemen 


| on the Judiciary Committee who have reported 


_ this bill,to the inquiry how far it is right and 
proper to put a large additional amount of duty 
| upon the judge who presides in the district as it 
now stands, without making a reasonable addition 
to his salary? If I understand the purpose of this 
| bill, it is to require the judge to hold two terms 
pouty, at distant paints of the State of Arkansas 
| from that in which his judicial duties are now dis- 
| charged, the object of which change is to afford fa- 
| cilities to individuals and the public in the transac- 
tion of judicial business in that district, which will 
_ result in a large annual saving of expense to the 
United States; and, consequently, so far as | can 
| see, everybody is to be benefited—everybody to 
be relieved—a large saving is to be effected to the 
| treasury, universal accommodation is to be pro- 
| moted at the expense of the unfortunate genile- 
man who holds the office of judge. And I beg 
| leave also to suggest, that if the bill is to pass in 
, the form in which it is now présented to the Sen- 
ate, the securing an additional compensation to 
| the judicial officer who holds this court, expressly 
on the ground of the increase of the duties im- 
posed upon him, will have an important and salu- 
_ tary effect in preventing a subsequent application, 
which the Senator from Maine seems to antici- 
| pate, for the appointment of an additional judge, 
marshal, and other officers. 1 merely mention 
this that gentlemen may think of it before the bill 
| comes up again. 
| Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, is this subject 
| before the Senate? because, if so, | move that it 


|| be laid upon the table. 


| Mr. BRADBURY. Willthe Senator withdraw 
| the motion? 
| The motion to lay on the table was withdrawn. 
| Mr. BRADBURY. I only desire to say that t 
| will not interpose to prevent the bill being laid on 
| the table; but when it comes up for action I will 
| be prepared to state to the Senate the grounds on 
_ which the report was made, If the Senator from 
Arkansas had consulted me beforehand, or in- 
| formed me that he intended to bring this matter 
up to-day, I would have been in my seat and pre- 
ared to state the grounds on which it was made. 
owever, when the bill comes up in its order, | 
will be prepared to explain the action of the com- 
mittee. 
The bil) was then informally passed over. 


| 
REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
! 
! 


Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, { desire to call 
| the attention of the Senate, and especially of the 


' 


|| gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber, to 


| the resolution which was submitted by the honor- 

able Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brapsury,} some 
| days since, calling on the President to communi- 
| cate certain papers to the Senate in relation to re- 
| movals from office. The honorable Senator from 
| Maine has made a speech on the subject, and it 
|| nas gone to the country, and I desire to know 


| Senator from Arkansas desires is the holding of a || when itis the purpose of honorable Senators on 


| the other side of the Chamber to allow us an op- 


| portunity to make some observations in reply to 


State into two districts. Tf such a bill were intro- } that speech ? 
duced, | would vote for it most cheerfully; but I | 


Mr. BRADBURY. [I desire to say to the hon- 
|| orable Senator that it was my expectation, when 
'| the resolution was up and under consideration a 
|| few days ago, that the debate would have contin- 
| ued until action was had upon the resolution; but, 
|| sir, that was not. the case. I have been anxious 
‘| to have it brought under the consideration of the 
|| Senate’ at as early a day as possible; but, sir, it 
|| was desired by some gentlemen opposite, when ! 
'| was about to call it up a few days ago, to allow it 
|| to be postponed until Monday next. I have only 
‘| to say that the sooner the subject is brought under 
| the consideration of the Senate, the better it will 
‘| suit me; and I hope that some early day will be 
| fixed for it; indeed, 1 would like to have the sub- 
| ject brought up this morning, that a short time 
‘| ‘might be occupied in its discussion, and, if it be 
| agreeable to the Senate, I will move that the reso- 
lution be now taken up. ay tet 

Mr. DICKINSON. -I[ hope it will not be done, 
\| for the floor was assigned to-day to the honor- 
|| able Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Hunrer,} to 
speak on the resolution of the honorable Senator 


i 





| 
from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.]} 
| Mr. SMITH. ! did not desire that the resolu- 

tion should come up ‘for didcussion to-day, Mr. 


‘| President, but I would submit to the Senate the 


is 








é 
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ropriety of making a Bpecial order of this reso- \ special session of March last, that the death of 
ite, As there are already special orders for || Mr. Dickinson was announced by my colleague, 
Monday and Tuesday, | would propose Wednes- | (Mr. Cuase.] On that occasion the customary 


day next. 


| 
1} 


Mr. KING, I am opposed to this course of || 


proceeding, which is becoming so common in the 
Senate, of making every matter, great or small, a 
special order, and assigning forit a particular day. 
By such a mode of procedure we embarrass our 

roceedings, and we prevent the dispatch of our 
puxiness in theordinary way. How many special 


it 
ii 

1 
ty 
i} 
| 


1 
1] 


orders have we now, sir, overriding each other? || 


We have so many that they obstruct our business, | 
for we cannot getat any question on the general cal- | 


endar until these special orders are disposed of. It 


might desire to come prepared to discuss, we 
should get on mych more speedily with our busi- 
ness, and examine the subjects with greater care 
than by making so many special orders. 


Mr. BUTLER. The Senate, a day or two | 
since, adjourned over ona special order at my | 
suggestion, and [ must insist, as it is before the | 


Senate, that it be disposed of before | can acquiesce 
in any other special order that may come in con- 
flict with it. My friend from New Jersey [Mr. 
Dayron] would have addressed the Senate yester- 
day, had he not been indisposed, on the bill in re- 


jJation to the enforcement of that part of the Con- | 
stitution which provides for the surrendering of | 
fugitive slaves. My friend from Virginia has the | 


floor to-day on a subject which will come up at 
one o’clock. After he shall have made his remarks, 
I shall insist on calling up that order; and | beg 
further to state, that after | shall have heard all the 
views in relation to that bill, suggesting amend- 
ments, one way or the other, I pledge myself to 
acquiesce in any reasonable amendment which 
shall meet the concurrence of the Senate, and I 
will endeavor to pass the bill at as early a day as 
possible. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope, sir, 
that in this struggle for precedence of business, it 
will not be forgotten that this day was assigned by 
the Senate to take upthe census bill, which is, 


perhaps, quite as pressing a matter as the resolu- | 
tion which is now proposed to be made a special | 


order. Some of the gentlemen on the other side 
seem anxious, ay anxious, to pursue another 
course to-day, and [| have yielded to them, but with 
the hope and expectation that | may not be sup- 


planted and driven out of court. | give up this | 


day to the gentleman, and after that | hope he will 
take up nothing more, but help me to take up this 
census bill and go on with it ull-it is finished. 


Mr. BUTLER. I shall certainly allow the | 


census bill to be taken up at as early a day as | 
can consistently with my duty to the other bill, 
and the object of the honorable Senator therefore 
would be attained by this bill being taken up im- 
mediately after the honorable member from Vir- 
ginia has made his remarks. 

Mr. SMITH. [entirely concur in the remarks 


_ made by the honorable Senators from Alabama 


and South Carolina, that this principle of making 
special orders of resolutions and propositions ef 
every variety of character, having a short debate 
on them and then laying them on the table and 
proceeding to the consideration of some other sub- 
ject, and so on indefinitely, taking no vote on 
anything whatever, ia calculated to delay, and em- 
barrass the public business to a very great degree. 
I shail, therefore, not insist on the motion which 
I have submitted to the Senate, and I trust that 
the Senate, at some convenient and early day, 
will allow me to address some observations to the 
Senate in answer to the speech of the honorable 
Senator from Maine, I withdraw the motion. 
The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 


OBITUARY. 

The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives by Mr. Campbell, their 
Clerk: . 

* Mr. Prexident, Tam directed to inform the Senate of the 
decease of the Hon. Repotenvs Dickinson, a member 


House this day adopted thereon.” 











| whom 
elect Of the present Congress, and the proceedings of the || than to stop short of the marks of respect to the 


‘| memory of his deceased colle 


The Secretary having read the resolutions of | 


the House of Represeniatives— 


Mr. CORWIN. It will be remembered by those | 
members of the Senate who were present at the | 


funeral honora were paid to him by the Senate. At 
the present time I will merely ask the Secretary to 
read the proceedings and the resolutions then 
adopted by the Benate. 

The Secretary read the following from the Jour- 
nal of the Senate of the proceedings of Tuesday, 
the 20th of March, 1849: 

“ The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a 
letter from Tuomas J.UCgmpBect, Cierk of the House of 
Representatives, stating that the Hon. Kopotenes Dickin- 
sON, late a member of the House of Representatives of we 


| United States trom the State of Ohio, departed this lite in 

| Washington this morning, at 5 o’clock, and that bis funeral 

appears to me that if the Senate would pursue the || ; : 
. : |) Representatives to-morrow, ai 12 o’clock, meredian : Which 

course which has been usual heretofore, of making |) 

epecial orders of such subjects only as are of great | 


magnitude and importance, and which gentlemen | 


ceremonies will take place from the Hall of the House of 


was read. Whereupon— 

“Mr. Coase submitted the following resolutions, which 
were considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

‘= Resolved, unanimously, That the members of tie Senate 
have received with deep sensibility the mmormation of the 
death of the Hon. RouDoLrHus Dickinson, late a member of 
the House of Representatives of the United States aud a 
member elect of that House from the State of Ohio, and 
that they tender to the relatives of the deceased the expres- 
sion of their sympatity in this afflicting bereavement. 

* Resolred, That the members of the Senate, as a mark 
of respect for the memory of the deceased, will attend Ina 
funeral to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, and wear crape on the left 
arin for thirty days. 

* Resolved, As a further mark of respect for the memory 


| Of the deceased, that the Senate do now adjourn, 


« Whereupon the Senate adjourned.” 


Mr. CORWIN. Mr. Presidant, | now move 


| that the Senate adjourn. 


Mr. KING. Qh, I hope not. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, will the Senator 
from Ohio withdraw his motion fora moment. 1 
take leave, with the permission of the Senator 
from Alabama, [Mr. Kine,] to say, that, whilst | 
hope I am as little wanting as any human being 
in a desire to pay suitable respect to the memory 


| of those who have departed this life, especially 


persons who have been co-laborers with us, | 
really think that this occasion furnishes a suitable 
opportunity of saying that Congress has hereto- 
fore carried this matter too far. 


Mr. BUTLER. Much too far. 


Mr. CLAY. It seéms to me, sir, that if amem- 


ber of Congress dies here during the session in 
the midst of his labors, and in our own presence, 
sympathy, duty, every consideration conspires to 
urge upon us the propriety of paying to his remains 
the last respect that can be bestowed upon them; 
but if he dies in the vacation, when Congress is 
not in. session, remote from us, and especially in 
the midst of his family, I confess to you that I have 
seen, and seen with much regret, for years past, a 
circumstance of that kind made the occasion for 
the adjournment of both Houses, and the interrup- 
tion of the public business of the country. Ido 
not think it is necessary. I think that whena 
member dies in the midst of us here during the 
session, we should bury him in a Christian-like 
manner, and attend his funeral; but if he dies be- 
fore the session has commenced, weeks and months 
before the session has commenced, in the bosom of 
his family, surrounded by his own neighbors, no 


_ considerations of public duty seem to me to de- 


mand of us to take any notice of the event, how- 
ever much we may regret it. 1 am glad that this 


| Occasion furnishes me an opportunity for making 
| these remarks. 


Now, with regard to the case before us. It oc- 


| curred last session. The House was not in ses- 
‘sion. The Senate was. The Senate was informed 


of it, and the Senate took occasion to pay all suit- 


| able and proper respect to the memory of the de- 


parted. hat! Are we to bury the unfortunate 
gentleman twice? The Senate adjourned then— 


| why repeat the ceremony now? If there be, aa I 


think, under all these circumstances, there is, no 
occasion for what has been done—lI say it with all 
respect and deference to the other house—if there 
was no occasion for what has been done there, 


| still less is there occasion for anything being done 
| here, having done what we did, and discharged all 


the duties which belonged to the occasion at the 

last session. 

I ae therefore, that my friend from: Ohio, 
have no doubt is anxious rather to exceed, 


e, will feel that it 
is not necessary to urge the adjournment of the 


| Senate, and that we will be allowed to go on with 


our duties. 


Mr. CORWIN. The honorable Senator from | 


ONAL GLOBE. 


Kentucky has very rightly apprehen 7 
ings and the motives which pruenbind = ro 
this motion. I was well aware of all that ha 
taken place in reference to this matter, and e 
views, [ must say, entirely correspond with th 
expressed by the honorable Senator from K.. 
tucky. In consideration, however, of the adjourn. 
ment of the House of Representatives, and th, 
announcement of that fact to the Senate, I thoy ht 
it was due'to the feelings of the relatives of i 
deceased member, as weil as due to the House of 
Representatives, that their resolution should be No. 
ticed in some way by the Senate; and I made the 
motion to adjourn simply with the view of elicit. 
ing the opinions of more experienced members 
Congress than myself. 1 may now be permite 
to say that I am satisfied with what has already 
been done, and I will not press the motion, 
The motion was accordingly withdrawn, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERREp, 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 


Ordered, That the papers on file in the Senate in the cass 
of Caleb Swann be referred to the Committee on Clains 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, 
Ordered, That the memorial of John Tucker, on the fijey 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims, 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA, 


Mr. FOOTE. I rise to call for the special orde 
of the day, as the usual hour has now arrived, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The special orde 
of the day is the bill reported by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, providing for taking the census, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. In consider. 
tion of the circumstances which occurred whey 
this subject was up before, I agreed that it should 
be passed over, on the understanding that it should 
be taken up at anearly day. If necessary, | wij 
move that it be made the special order of the day 
for Monday next; but, if not, [ now give notice 
that I will call it up on that day. : 

Mr. FOOTE. I now move that the Senate pro. 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution offered 
some time ago by the Senator from Michigan, in 
relation to the suspension of our diplomatic rela 
tions with Austria. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate was 
addressed by Mr. HUNTER, Mr. FOOTE, and 
Mr. SMITH, whose remarks will be found in 
the Appendix. 

Mr. BERRIEN next obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion to proceed to the consideration 
of Executive business. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjourns it adjourn to Monday next. ’ 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive busihess; and, after some time 80 en- 
gaged, the doors were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frupay, February 1, 1850. 


Mr. THURSTON rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 
I take the liberty this morning of intruding myself 
on the House, for the purpose of asking it to do 
me the personal favor of allowing me, by unani- 
mous consent, to introduce a resolution. The 
resolution proposed to be introduced is one look- 
ing to the extinguishment of the Indian title to all 
that part of Oregon Territory lying west of the 
summit of the Cascade Mountains; for the re 
moval of the Indians now inhabiting that section 
of the Territory to some point east of those moun- 
tains, and for creating the officers requisite (o al- 
tend properly to Indian matters in that country. 
This resolution will cause no debate; but if agreed 
to, will go to the Committee on Indian Affairs «8 
the basis of their action on the subject. I hope, 
sir, the House will do me the favor to allow the 
same to be read and agreed to. 

The resolution was then read for information, 
and was adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be i 
structed to inquire into the exp: diency of making appropt- 
ations for the extinguishment of the Indian utle to ali wal 
part of Oregon Territory lying west of the summit of we 
Caseade Mountains, and jor the removal of the Indian 
thereof, to some point east of those mountains. : 

that said commitiee be eee jones * inquire 
Aiki eh veces tee eaves a said superintendent 
now exercised by the Governor of said Territory. 

Also, that said commitiee be further instructed to! 


what number of Indian agents will be required in said Ter 


ri for the proper management of the Indians 
ona ie propriety of providing for the same by law. 
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